New Zealand 














YY FT pa bi tilhld AT WT 
Me Af Ween INA c 
ay | 1 J | | | 1 | LW | | L4 Li | wy 














aX NEW LICENCING SYSTEM 


e 8-PAGE MARLBORO 
SUPPLEMENT 


i) > MOLLOY \ INTERVIEW 
Rok PALL MALL’ 

- =MOTO X 

i) x KAWASAKI S2A 


i] %& RAGLAN .ENDURO ‘ 


% SPEEDWAY TROUPE 
IN ~ N.Z. 














MOTE 


New Zealand 








Dp a 


Dw 





al 
| 
“) 


az esa 








TRAINI 


, ‘Hy Mark Holman 


Concern at motorcycle accident figures has led to efforts:to get training scnools under 

1 ‘Way again. The motorcycle section of the Retail Motor Trade Association has said ‘it is 
.Prepared to sponsor schools if the Government provides.an-incentive for. riders to attend. 
This is related to the following recommendation from the Parliamentary Select Com- 


mittee on Road Safety (these have.yet to be approved by Government): 





Under the proposed legislation | 
motorcycle licences. would b 
issued in 3.stages, ee 
1. Provisional Licence 1 
. _Passing_a_ theory test would! 
allow the new rider to ride a 
bike of under 250cc at up to 
30mph, but not to carry pillion’ 
Passengers, This licence would 
be’ valid for 8 weeks but would , 
be renewable. 
2. Restricted Licence 

Any time after obtaining a 
Provisional licence.a rider could 
take the practical test for a 
Testricted licence. With this 
licence, he or she would still 
be restricted to under 250cc 
_Mmachines but could go up to 
the open road speed: limit. After 
6 months they could carry a 
Passenger and start to practice 
on a machine of over 250cc 
although the Use of the bigger 
ibike would be restricted to 30 





mph, solo. 
This is where the training 
school incentive comes in 


because a rider may take the | 
3) Full Licence 3 

On an over 250ce machine! 
either after 6 months on a re- 
stricted) Taree 
oraduatingwefrommanWapproved 
training*school’ Where they may 
Practice on a bigger machine as 
soon as they get a restricted 
licence. Those who don’t want 
to ride bikes over 250c¢c don’t 
need to get a full licence.” 

Points to be ironed out include 
‘who is going to provide the over 
260cc bikes at the training 
schools (the restricted, licence 
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riders can’t) and the definition, 
of an approved training ‘school. 
The latter was discussed at a 

meeting of all interested parties 
held by the Ministry of Transport 
last December to compare ideas 
and set minimum standard of 

tuition time, subjects and skills’ 
to be covered, etc: Such factors; 
as the proceedings of a major: 
American conference .on motor 
cycle safety and the Japanese 
factory training programmes’ 
were also considered. Agreement| 
on) the standards required’ cf! 
an) approved- school is a prée- 
requisite to Government approval | 
of the whole scheme. | 


NZMCN_ contributor Mark 
Holman compiled the following 
report after discussions with Mr 
G. Henry, a senior administration 
officer with the Ministry of 
Transport — Road Transport 
Division. £ 





The meeting considered un- 
animously that, after a time on 
a semi-voluntary basis, the 


straining schools should be ad- 
an 


ministered on official. 






Departmentior Edi as part? 
‘of secondary schools‘driver/rider” 
courses, The question of a! 
fee would be left to the school 
but if instructors, are paid (and 
this includes commercial driving’ 
schools) they must first obtain|, 
an instructors’ licence from the} 
MoT. ' 

Mr Henry believed that the| 
NZ Motorcycle Association had 








doné a lot of hard work in 
Setting up its mobile training 
schools. He pointed out that, 
like all “voluntary” efforts, their 
success would depend largely on 
the instructors’ enthusiasm. 

This whole concept in some 
ways goes back to the pre-1966 
days but it will be a new idea 
to most of today’s riders and, 
If introduced, would bring in 
cc rated licencing restrictions for 


“the first time. 


Moving on from that point, 
it would have been easy for, 
the MoT to be panicked into 
restrictive measures to combat 
the _media-fed ‘bikie menace’’ 
Any such restrictions would tend 
to affect all motorcyclists and 
as Mr Henry pointed out, ‘bikies” 
are invariably a. social (police) 
problem rather than a traffic 
(MoT) problem. 

Other saféty related topics 
discussed with Mr Henry included 
the statistics on car and motor- 
cycle accidents kept by the MoT 
ifor 1971. Rear end and over- 







. acceptance 





taking collisions were considered 
mostly the fault of the motor-- 
cyclist but the most enlightening 
figures ‘were for collisions in- 
volving a motorcycle and a car: 
doing a right hand turn — the 
motorcyclist was considered at 
fault on 29 occasions and the 
car driver on 290 occasions! 
This only emphasises the need 
for you to be as visible as 
Possible, 

A Ministry of Transport 
survey showed that about 40% 
of motorcyclists are using their 
‘jeadlights in daylight, the 
practice being most common in 
Wellington and Auckland's North 
Share. IIlogically the practice is 
More common on the open road 
than jn built up areas. Com- 
pulsion is unlikely, though and 
Mr Henry explained, that this 
Is partly because the MoT cannot 
comply. The batteries on the 
Transport bikes used in Well- 
ington already need recharging 
every 2-3 days because of the 
traffic equipment, particularly 
the radio and lights on all the 
bikes would impose too much 
extra strain. The Japanese bikes 
can be converted, however, and 
the necessary equipment Is being 
imported. 

On the question of surveys 
the Ministry is delighted with 
the reaction to compulsory ~ 
helmets, The. following before 
and after, survey shows the best” 
of any safety 
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legislation ever recorded: 


Before _ After 
12/73 1/12/73 
30mph areas 
* (not previously 
compulsory) 64.8% 99.97% 
Over: 30mph 
areas 
» (compulsory . ~ 
- since 1956) 90.8% 100% 


But Mr Henry emphasised: the 
importance of other protective 
clothing as well as helmets: — 
this is particularly a problem 
in summer. No compulsion is 
likely here, rather a process of 
education and advice, part of 
which will have to be devoted, 
to making the black leather 
jacket socially acceptable! Don’t’ 
be ‘surpfised,. though, to hear . 
more on the subject of tinted 
visors in poor light conditions. 
DSIR tests have shown quite 
aconsiderable reduction in vision 
and MoT are rather concerned. 

There will probably be more 
campaigns for motorcyclists like 
the 1973 ‘See and be seen’ week. 
Mr Henry said that no real im- 
provement in  driving/riding 
behaviour seems to have resulted 
but motorcyclists took in the 
‘importance’ of their being seen; 
more easily and motorists be-- 
came more aware of the motor-- 
‘cyclists vulnerability to injury, 
perhaps) as a result of their* 
actions, re ° 
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National 350cc and 600cc road race 


champion Jim Landrebe, pictured 
above, announced his retirement from 
rood) racing after the’ final Marlboro 
Tound at Ruapuna on January 13, 
dim is to be married’ shortly but 
contrary to circulating reports this 


itime of, writing. 


has Just had enough of road racing 
‘snd Is now going to concentrate on 
moto-cross on his Honda Elsinore. 
His TZ 350 fs all but sold st the. 
While) regretting 
Jim's departure from road. racing,’ 
NZMCN’ wishes him every success 





{s not the ‘reason for his retirement. 
‘The ‘reason appears to ba that Jim 





In\both his new ventures, 



















RAYBORNICORRECTION 

































se. | 

inside Renee 
some facts {in “the report: 
: ae Hie i | onthe! death of Cal Ray- 
2 Editorial; Letters 17-18 Wanganui, Pukekohe, assay sid) ply 

pad § racefield, R | 
3 Ginger Molloy Interview coped as eee aaaibom Roast 

19 Kawasaki's medi i Spies srt 
6 Flelen Moto Cross Bey 20 South Pacific Chama, | BYE JOLLA of Wanganul 
yi ms IC eterson's 4-1 i our notice 

THE MACHINE 8 Zone Threeall Mell Moto, ms Heme Serint | tha Perry family are nderstand- 
WITH LONG LIFE AND RELIABILITY Cross at Omata 21 Speedway —NZ Title to. | Sbly upset at constant references 
* Mauger; Touring Troupe | 8 the usa of Geoff Perry ma- 
- M 7 Raglan Enduro; Miller, chines and particularly so when 
Wellington Motor Cycie Centre Talks 22 “‘FirstSurfcityGrend _| Used Initio, wrong context: We 
BOND STREET; WELLINGTON) 8 ~ Alrfisld Champs atWigram Prix Gisborne ||/therefore| wish)'to apologise to 





the Perry family for causing them 
Undue'concern with our report. 
} David) Hall Managing Editor. 









9°16 Marlboro|Series Supple- * 28 
ment: 








Sports Gossip; Miller's 
Mountain 





¢ 


_ EDITORIAL 


“All road racers are aware of the dangers they faca on the track. 


They. accept them; some even relish them. 


For Cal Rayborn to be 


killed in such a (for him) relatively unimportant race only emphasises 
the ever-present risks. Sudden seizure, particularly with highly-tuned 
_ two strokes, is a fact of life which most riders learn early. Oil on the 
track is another hazard which will always be with them. ; 


Surely thei 





it is of the utmost importance that what even can be 


done to ensure the maximum possible safety of competitors and 
spectators must be done. Several eye-witnesses of the Rayborn incident 
have reported to NZMCN that flag-marshaling at the Pukekohe meet- 
ing was not of the standard expected. This is a complaint which has 
often been made in the past at certain other meetings up and down the 
‘country and it has to be admitted that, in general, marshaling could 


certainly be improved upon. 


But too often it is those who are not prepared to help the sport out 
who are loudest in their criticism. At least those who are marshaling at 
Present are showing they are keen enough to devote a little time and 
and energy to the running of a meeting. Keen though they obviously 
are, marshals: must be thoroughly conversant with safety procedures 
before they are permitted to occupy a position of such responsibility. 

The practice of paying some other organisation to assist in marshal- 
ing or to help the organising club in some way is one way of making 
sure enough hands are available but here again it is essential that the 


people involved know how to act. 


Admittedly, circumstances differ from club to club and circuit; 
policing a road circuit like Wanganui, for instance, requires a different 
approach from that required at somewhere like Pukekohe — the 
Physical nature of the courses demands it. The locality and time of 
the event are other factors which affect the safety measures to be 


taken. 


But one thing is certain. Safety measures must not be allowed to 
be reduced to the level of being merely a “prerequisite”, something 
which has to be done in order to-enable the meeting to be held. It's 
no use having marshals dotted around the course if they are not going 
to be of any use. The ACU steward who attends such meetings cannot 


be expected to determine for himself if each and every marshal is . 


_ capable of fulfilling his job. The responsibility rests fully with the 


organising club. 


It would be unfair to criticise the Auckland Motorcycle Club alone 
simply because a widely-publicised and tragic accident occured at 
‘Pukekohe, because the incident itself is unrelated to the essence of this 


editorial. 


The essence is this: The sport is progressing in leaps and 


bounds; professionalism is here to stay. ‘The safety-consciousness of 
all clubs, members, and filtering down to all motorcyclists interested 
inthe sport, must be raised to keep pace with both ever- Present 


hazards and changing circumstances. 


LETTERS 


Dear Sir, 

| have the New Zealand Motor 
Cycle News on order with my 
local newsagent. 

| have seen the January issue 
on sale at the Wellington CP 
meeting and | understand it 
was available at a scramble in 
the Auckland area on the 
same day 6 January 1974. 
And yet | have not got my 
copy, and the newsagent says 
they have not yet had any 
copies for sale, 

| realise that with a new 
Publication there will be 
difficulties in distribution, 
but if you want to establish 
the paper surely regular orders 
should be fulfilled however 

* small. 

| shall’be very disappointed 
if | miss this issue as it has 
been two weeks since it was 
first on sale and | also hope 
this sort of thing is not going to 
be typical of future issues as 
the NZMCN is the only way of 
keeping in touch with motor- 
cycling. 
R.A. Kirby, 
Manurewa, 


Dear Sir, 

Could you do a comparison 
test on the four 100cc trail bikes 
—SL100 Honda; TS Suzuki 100; 
G5100 Kawasaki and LT3100 
Yamaha, Would a Honda 100 
Motorsport be better for dirt 
riding than a TC100 Suzuki? 
G.R. Habershon 
South Canterbury 


Watch for a trail bike comparison 
in a near-future issue of NZMCN. 





NZMCN Calender 


‘New Zealand Trial championship dates for 1974. 


4st Leg N.Z. Championship. 30th- 
31st March, Hamilton Motorcycle 
Club P.O, Box-416, Hamilton, 

2nd Leg N.Z. Championship. 11th- 
12th May, Nelson Motorcycle Club 
R.J, Cooke, 29 Trewavas St. Motueka 


' 3rd Leg N:Z. Championship. 22nd- 


23rd June, Manawatu Orion Mcc 
P.O. Box 491, Palmerston North, 


4th Leg N.Z. Championship. 27th- 
28th July, Pioneer Motorcycle Club 
P.O, Box 22-113 Christchurch. 


5th Leg N.Z. Championship. 24th- 
25th August, Otago Motorcycle Club 
"P.O, Box 1160 Dunedin. 

“6th Leg N.Z. Championship. 21st- 
22nd September, Ixion Motorcycle 
Club, C/- Mrs J. Fowles, Suffolk 
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Place, Porirua. 
North V South Sporting Trial. 
bo 





Marlborough M. 
N.Z Scott Trial Championship. 16th- 
17th November, Hawkes Bay M.C.C. 
P.O. Box 755 Hastings. 

Due to the uncertainty surround- 
ing the holding of events in the 
near future we have not included a 
comprehensive calendar in this issue. 
Hopefully, the situation should be 
clearer for a calendar to be included 
It is known, 





in the noxt issue. 
hpwever, that the Pall Mall moto 


cross championship final will be held 
‘at Palmerston North on March 3. 









Racing 
Point 


The ?alt Mall New Zealand 


_ road racing championship series 


will not be strictly confined to 
classes after all. 

The New Zealand Auto Cycle 
Union has now confirmed that 
for this season riders will be 
able to earn points in classes 
above the capacity of their 
machines. 

The information which prom- 
pted the article published in the 
December issue of NZMCN in- 
dicating that the national 
championships would be run 
strictly in classes was supplied 
by an executive member of the 
Auto Cycle Union. It subse- 
quently turned out to be in- 
correct. 

An apology for this has been 
received by the Editor. 


Editor. 


Dear Sir, 

Please find enclosed a coupon 
and $3 for subscription to your 
Motorcycle paper. | wonder if 
we could have a copy of No,1 as 

=thissis,No.2;and,thetirst we nave 
seen. You are to be congratulated © 
on this paper — well overdue in 


NZ. . 
June Harrison (Mrs) 
Christchurch 2. 


“Back issues of NZMCN are avail- 
able at 25 cents from NZMCN, 
P.O. Box 883, Wellington. 


Sir, i 

{ would just like to pay a 
tribute to Cal Rayborn, who 
lost his life. at. Pukekohe during 


on driving and riding habi 





It's frustrating doing 50 on a 
good bike, more so when guys 
on their own in Holdens and 
Valiants are cruising around at 
that spzed using much more fuel 
than you are, and it's worse 
still when those same guys over- 
take you! But try to resist the 
temptation — there are some 
good practical reasons for taking 
it easy at the moment. 

“(Il use gas now while | can 
still get it’ makes less sense 
than “If | use gas more carefully 
now, what is around will last 
longer’. Think of the future. 

‘It’s’ cheaper. With a bit of 
care, my 32 mile ride to work 
now takes 50 minutes instead 





the Marlboro series last month.. 
He was undoubtedly one of the 
finest racing motorcyclists of his 
time and as the holder of the 
world record he won't be 
forgotten easily, Cal had no 
real reason for racing at Puke- 
kohe — he came to New Zealand 
to race cars, It was typical of 
the man that he agreed to race 
a borrowed motorcycle in an 
event. in which he had-no real 
interest. He did it as a gesture. 
The gap he leaves behind will be 
impossible to fill. 
L.S. Peterson 
Wellington. 
‘Sir, 

It is time the Ministry of 
, Transport traffic officers set a 
| better example as far as safety 
" helmetsare concerned. In Christ- 
church, at least, the men on 
motorcycle patrol wear light- 
weight helmets of the minimum 
permissible standard which, lets 
face it, are only intended for 
use on low speed power bikes 
and scooters, Heaven help one 
of these officers when he strikes 
an immovable force while 
attempting to catch some crazy 
car driver at BOmph. Still, that 
is his worry, What concerns me 
is the example being set. These 
men should be equipped with 
the best possible safety gear to 
encourage others to follow suit. 
As things are, the majority of 
motorcyclists wear helmets of 
much better quality. 


9, 
Hamilton, 
Sir, 

Congratulations on the way 
New Zealand Motor Cycle News 
is looking. It has certainly 
improved out of all recognition. 
One thing | would like to see 
is some space devoted to veteran 
and vintage motorcycles. There 
are some magnificent old 


machines spread throughout the 
country..and many =moro-*are 


currently’ belngirestored:WAlroad weeePhato: 


tast on a vintage bike — say a 
Vincent .1000ce V-twin — would 
be very interesting. Its perform: 
ance might not be very different 
from the so-called ‘“‘superbikes’’ 
of today. Not too many of them 
can gallop along all day at 125 


MPh.p Johnson, 

C Christchurch 
We are looking into this at the 
moment and are hopeful of 
carrying regular features on vint- 
age motorcycles. Editor. 


you and the fuel 


CriSisS 


Appeals to reduce speed to save fuel have had a definite effect 
in a way in which a similar reduction 
announced as a safety measure probably would not have. 


of 45 and my 380 returns 67 
mpg instead of about 53 — 
not a bad trade-off". 

(Vigilantes. A Ministry of 
Transport official tells me that 
they are always receiving com- 
plaints about other people's 
driving and parking habits. Since 
the 50mph limit, it has become 
much more common for private 
citizens to act as “informers”. 
If an official complaint is put 
to the MoT, they must follow 
it up and if evidence sufficient 
for a charge to be established 
is presented, it must go to court, 
The Ministry doesnot intend, 
however, to act on behalf ‘of 
the “prosecutor” but rather to 








Dear Sir, 

re; Electronic Ignition and 
Timing Equipment. 

|_am interested to hear from 
other readers with similar b 
experiences or perhaps those who 
have seen other references to the 
problem. 

For readers not familiar with 
the problem, | refer to the 
following facts, 

It has been found that a motor 
cycle using electronic ignition can 
trigger timing equipment some 
distance before arriving at the 
finish line. This occurs when 
using photocells circuits and 
more especially with the latest 
types of racing machines. | 
suspect that the manufacturers 


_ of genuine racing machine 


ignition systems concern them- 
selves more with providing a 
better spark and less with 
interference suppression, 

This problem seems to be 
more apparent with mot 
cycles than cars, as car ignition 
systems are usually screened by 
a steel body, as you will have 
no doubt noticed a motor-cycle 
passing will transmit ignition 
noise into a radio receiver 

whereas a car rarely will. 

As new and more powerful 
electronic ignition systems come 
out each year running into higher 
frequency ranges, it becomes 
father hard to decide what limits 
timing equipment must stand. 

| was quite surprised upon 





+ approaching our local car club to 


find that they were aware of this 
problem. However they don’t 
seem greatly concerned as car 
clubs seem to have standardised 
on pneumatic hose switches 
rather than photocells, 

Best wishes to your magazine. 
G.M. Spooner, 
Hastings. 


Dear Sir, 

In regard to an article | read 
in the NZ Motorcycle News | 
was wondering if it would'be 
possible for.you to. send me any 


oaraphs ofthe, Christchurch 
racer John Boote, as | have 


following his racing for the past 
year. 





Peter Nielsen 

7 Stanbury Avenue 

Spreydon Christchurch.2. 

We havea pin-up in this issue and - 
‘there is a possibility of a poster 
of John Boote being printed. We 
have also sent you the address of 
our photographer in Christchurch 
who may be able to supply you 
with some Boote prints. Ed. 





By Mark Holman 


‘leave the individuals concerned 
0 argue the circumstances of 
the complaint before the Magis- 
trate who is unlikely to accept 
opinions and estimates on speed 
lightly. .So watch it — the next 
number taken may be yours. 

Despite the media's emotive 
‘bikie’ publicity, | believe the 
public image.of motorcycles and 
their riders is reasonable perhaps 
because there are a lot more of 
us these days. But taking ad- 
vantage of your bike's manoeuvr- 
ability and acceleration to exceed 
the 50 limit undoes a lot of 
that good. The Ministry of 
Transport has found that com- 
mercial truck and bus operators 
ere the worst offenders but | 
understand it feels that motor- 
cyclists could do better, t00. 

‘ 
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GINGER MOLLOY 






Ginger Molloy, 
track di 


New Zealand’s best known international road racer, is a hard man to 
‘ down. The veteran of 21 years road racing on circuits throughout the world has 
remained elusive even though he has spent most of the season campaigning. in his home 
country. But New Zealand Motorcycle News correspondent Brian Lawrence — himself 


a man with itchy feet — managed to piece together this interview in between Ginger’s 


in motorcycle racing began: 





. Ginger Mollo 
Molloy: Well it was probably 
directly through or indirectly 
through Hugh Anderson. He 
Was virtually a neighbour of ours. 
His brother used to race motor- 


the recent Marlboro 


watch him racing, We used to 
tag around on our pushbikes as 
athere._ was acing » i 

ure a 

mostly, and we became keen 
onthe sport. Hugh started 
facing and scrambling and | 
cauldn’t wait till | had enough 
money to buy a motorcycle so 
| could follow him, so | was 
dragged into the sport just 
through knowing people’ that 
faced. 3 
NZMCN: In 1963°you left New 
Zealand for Eyrope to race 
professionally, do you -think it 
Is any easier today for a compet- 
itive rider to embark on the same 
venture? 

Molloy: Yes | would say so: 
It's much easier for a competitive 
rider to break into racing nowa- 
days. There are many more 
sponsorships available, machines 
are more readily available, there 
is a lot of money around, every+ 
thing is to favour the rider being 
able to race much easier. Whether 
he can make money or not, | 
don’t know, + 

NZMCN: Ginger, after only 
six months of racing overseas 
you became a fully supported 
works rider for the Bultaco team. 
What championships did you win 
with these machines? 

Molloy: | neveractually won 
a championship, like World 
Championships and such, but a 
tremendous lot of international 
races all over Europa on, bikes 


from 125, 250, 350 and 360° 


models. | guess my best year 
on Bultacos was‘ 1968 or | should 


say was my best year ever in, 


Europe when | finished third 
in the World Championships on 
the 125 model behind Phil: Reid 
and the late Bill.|vy. 

-NZMCN: At this’stage of your: 
career was racing ‘becoming 
financially rewarding? 

Molloy: Yes | was making some 
money but nothing like a person 
should In a sport such’as motor 
racing. It’s just taken all for 
granted, Well people think there 
js @ lot ofsmonay around but 
It's just not there Unless you 
have got a good contract with 


jaunts around the country. Brian b 


Anderson and Gingor Molloy at Alicante 1968, (Ginger on right). 









Series 
the factory. Unfortunately the 
factory | rode for did not give 
out big contracts. They merely 
supplied the bikes and spare 


parts, 
gycles and we used to go and— machines myself. 


NZMCN: From Bultaco you 
“moved to Kawasaki and went 
Nieto. finishscunner-Upsin the 
970500cc World Championship 
to Giacomo Agostini. Was this 
personally the highflight of your 
career? 


Molloy: No, definitely not. 
My third place in 1968 125cc 
World Championship was. 
NZMCN: For what reason.was 
this, Ginger? 

Molloy: Well there were some 
tremendous duels throughout the 
year with a lot of other works 
riders on bikes that were 
probably a little better than 
mine. Mine was the poorer of 
the factory bikes. | think | 
finished with about four or five 
second places that year through- 
out the World Championship 
Grand Prix circuit. 

NZMCN: You spent somé time 
in the U.S.A. With the: prize 
‘money reaching such a stagger- 
ing’ figure do you have any 
desire to return? 3 

Molloy: Desire yes , but | 
don’t think | will: [t's much 
too expensive to be able to do 
jt without a good sponsor which 
(do not have at the moment. 
NZMCN: 
the Far fast as competitive as 
America or is it a completely 
different type of racing? 

Molloy: _ It's very, very, far re- 
moved from American. style 
facing, It's like going back to 
Europe, | feel very much at home 
in Asia. | would say America 
is more competitive but it is 
two different worlds of racing. 
NZMCN: When ‘you returned 
to settle here in New Zealand 
did you notice changes that had, 
occurred while you were away? 
Molloy: Yes very much so, 
Same good and some bad, There 
were a lot more motorcycles 


around but:a good deal of the * 


friendship had| gone from the 
Sport with importers putting 
perhaps a (little too much 
emphasis on thelr own! particular 
make and ‘rubbishing the others: 
Whether they Won or lost, It 
[s very common now for, how 


| had to maintain ‘the 





Is the competition in. 


egan his interview by asking Ginger how his interest 
\. 


do | put it, a Yamaha rider 
Not: to talk to a Suzuki rider 
or the importers seem to want 
it that way which | think is 
most unreasonable, 
NZMCN: Being a born and bred 
Kiwi rider with international 
experience you were not eligible 
for the one-hour production 
event at Pukekohe in September. 
What are your feelings towards 
this? : 
Molloy: Just about bordering 
on the point of being bitter. 
. How else would you feel when 
you'won the race the previous 
year: and were then excluded 
the following year by some 
trivial policy from one particu- 
lar club. As far as | am 
concerned ‘| have lost interest 
in production racing now and 
will no longer ride in these 
types of events, You see | 
have to be able to ride in all 
Classes to make it worthwhile 
for both myself and the business, 
bearing in mind the high cost 
of maintaining race .winning 
machinery. 
NZMCN: - With a tragic season 
of international racing just gone 
do you think that over all, the 
circuits in New Zealand are safe 
considering the increase in speeds 
over the past few years? 
Molloy: - | don't think you 
could ever make a circuit 100% 
safe for both riders and 
spectators alike, just try to make 
the riders realise the dangers 





about and ride within themselves 
which is fairly hard to do, One 
thing | have noticed, particularly 
at Gracefield, is where the public 
Position” themselves on the 
circuits despite warning signs. 
This itself worries me more than 
anything else. Barriers around 
some of the circuits leave a ° 
little to be desired but | do 
wunderstand that steps are being 
made to remedy this.. A rider 
knows the dangers and it is up 
to him and him alone to take 
steps to keep this to a bare 
-minimum, 

NZMCN: The motor-cycling 
fraternity are indeed grateful for 
the Marlboro Series which has 
attracted top Americans and 
other international riders; how 
do you think spectator figures 


could be increased at other 
meetings? 
Molloy: Well the Marlboro 


Series did it. Put the attendance 
up by injecting money into it. 
It is obvious that money has 
got to be injected into the sport 


to get attendency. It is as 
plain.as that. 
NZMCN: Moving away from 


motorcycling Ginger, what do 
.you do in your spare time? 
Molloy: | am quite a fanatic 
about racing go-carts locally for 
fun and | just enjoy’a normal 
social life. 

NZMCN: An obvious question 
after 21 years of racing do you 


have any thoughts towards 
retirement? 
Molloy: Yes fairly definite 


thoughts but when the time is 
right, well, | will let it be known. 
NZMCN: Ginger, on behalf of 
New Zealand Motorcycle News, 
thank you and best of luck for 
all your future racing, 
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Norton Villiers have announc- 
ed the 850 JOHN PLAYER 
NORTON; an ‘exciting sports/ 
touring machine based on the 
World famous Norton Com- 
mando. ( 

Closely following the attrac- 
tive lines of the ‘Works 750 
‘Racers, the JOHN PLAYER 
NORTON is finished in the dis- 
tinctive red, white and blue livery 
- of the racing Nortons. 

The racing fairing is fitted 





with twin 5%” headlamps, racing 
type rear view- mirrors and 
carries the speedo and rev counter 
In‘a moulded facia. Rear set 
Footrests, matt black Exhausts 
and clip:on handlebars add to 
the sporting appearance. 

+ * Tank capacity |s 3% gallons 
and @ 22 tooth final drive 
sprocket is fitted for motorway 
cruising. - 


JOHN PLAYER 
NORTON 
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Cal Rayborn (left) talks with Joe Lett os the Suzukl 500 which Cal was 


riding at Pukekohe on 29 |s rebuilt following selzure, Tho 
machine selzed again during the Marlboro first heat," casting him into tho 
Armoo barrier at Champion Curve, “ 





SOMETHING | 


SPECIAL... 
a custom made 


machine is Paul McLachlan, a 


Christchurch but now resident in Wellington. 


racer 


There is some interesting — even unique — 
action at the various motorcycling sporting e 
New Zealanders are proud of the fact that they are 
and often the results are just cause for such pride. 


chosen his own path and built a truly unique, 
road racing mechanic formerly of: 


machinery to be seen in 
vents in New Zealand. 
“one-off’ experts 
One man who has 
and competitive, 


Paul wanted a machine 


which could slog it out with the TZ350 Yamahas. 


Here, Paul's wife Jean tells 
what makes Paul's machine 60 
special. 

Paul McLachlan, who has been 
racing motorcycles for three 
years, decided to make his own 
racer “for the 1973 season, 
Formerly mounted on a TR500 
Suzuki, he gained second place 
in the 1972 500cc champion- 
ship and was second in the New 
Zealand Grand Prix the same 
year. 

For his new racer he chose 
a .Kawasaki 350 S2 which he 
converted to water cooling. The 
frame is standard with the bar 
that holds the main stand cut 
out ta make room for the ex- 
pansion chambers. This frame 
has proved to be sufficiently 
rigid, - : 

The major job on the bike 
was the building of the water 
jacket around the barrels for 
the watercooling. The fins weré 
cut square with channels for 
the water to flow upwards, Then 
1/4" aluminium plating was 
welded around the sides using 
the bottom fin as the bottom 
of the water jacket and the top 
fin as the top of the water 
jacket, with the three: barrels 


SSItEd THthe top "anigIne:tal fo 


‘The radiator, weighing Slbs 
and. holding 3% ‘pints of water, 
was built by a radiator specialist 
in Christchurch. Water enters 
the block in four places, one 
on each side of each exhaust 
port. The two outlets from 
the block go over and intb the 








top of the radiator. The outlets 
go from the highest point at 
the back of the block to the 
header tank at the top of the 
radiator. - 

“Porting involyed a solid week's 
work and port timings were kept 
reasonably mild to have a wide 
enough power band to use the 
standard Kawasaki gear box. 

The crankshaft was split, the 
big ends were slotted and the 
oil pump removed, It now runs 
on a petrol/oil mixture of 15 
to 1—a system which is working 
very well, - : 

The three expansion chambers 
were built with the motorcycle 
upside-down in order to tuck 
them in-with sufficient ground 
clearance, 

The rear brake linings were 
replaced with Safety Circle 
linings and the leverage at the 
peda) was decreased. The.single 
disc.was found to be not quite 
sufficient for the extra speed, 
so an extra disc was fitted by 
using a left hand fork slidér on 
the right fork leg. ~ The single 
disc hydraulics were used, 
feeding both calipers which has 
made the-lever-feelspongy-but 

sutherejisalwaysisutficienybrakings 
without much Hand’ pressure 
being required, ‘- 

Consideration was given to 
the saving of weight on various 
parts of the bike, Both discs 
were drilled which gave a saving 
of 3ibs. i 

Sprockets were turned down 


- a 
Paul McLachlan leads Gary Boote 
Ruapyna October 1973, — 


to take 1/4” chain using Al 
rear sprockets. Four pounds 
weight was saved by doing this, 
The axles were drilled and lighter 
material _was used wherever 
possible. The weight was brought 
down to 250lbs with the fairing ” 
and water included, 

Compression was raised to 
14.25 by planing 1mm off the 
top of the barrels before they 
were made into a block, 

A standard ignition system 
was. tried but was not suff- 
iciently powerful so a Krober 
was fitted. 

After the initial_sorting out 
the first meéeting was at 
Pukekohe. At this stage it was 
just slightly slower than a TR3 
but minor problems such as 4 
broken gear change. lever pre- 
vented it from finishing, The 
next meeting was at Hawkesbury 
where it performed well all day 
to gain a fifth, fourth and third 
placing, The next day at Rua- 
puna, with Hawkesbury gearing, 
it gained two seconds and a 
first. The bike developed a 
slight vibration and was down | 
on power at the next meeting 
(Ruapuna). Because of business 
commitments, there has not been 
time to investigate the ‘problem 
fully but the crankshaft was 
found to be slightly out of 
“true”. It has also been rebored 
to closer tolerances to suit the 
water cooling. oes 


Footnote: 
-willingto convertothermachines* 


i id 
Pe atl n. A 
Motorcycle News for details” 


will be happy to.offer advice, 


Paul McLachlan at Seven Oaks — 
Hawkesbury 1973. 





Paul'says"he" is 





MILLER AND -PLOEN AN RAGLAN HOT) CROSS 


Sere 





‘Seen at Britain's Racing and Sporting 
Motor Cycle Show in January — this 
Malaguti 50cc Morini-engined, Pirelli 
knobblies-equipped, twin rear sproc- 


keted, 
Good grief! 


upswept exhaust MOPED. 





South Island 


international 


Ivan Miller raced to a 


runaway victory in the Raglan Cup moto-cross on January 
2. Riding his new RN400 Suzuki he led home new team 


mate Peter Ploen by 11 seconds. 


In 3rd place right on 


Ploen’s heels was Englishman Randy Owen riding a YZ 


360 Yamaha. 

After a copybook start young 
Moss Smith led the field over a 
dusty, but fast ‘circuit on the 
opening lap, but he was then 
overtaken by the uncatchable 
Miller. However Smith kept the 
pace on, holding off Owen and 
Ploen until they slipped by 
approaching the tricky adverse 
jump at the completion of lap 


two. 

While the “'Big |’ was steadily 
increasing his lead there was a 
battle royal being staged mid- 
field between Craig Siddell, Barry 
McLaren, Lance Hawkins and 
Ross Faigon. 

Although they finished in the 
same order, places were changed 
often during the 10 lap event. 
At the half way point the places 


were Miller, Ploen, Owen, Smith, 
Roly Owen and Ross’ McLaren 
who was having a rare “off day” 

The duel for 2nd nearly ended 
when Ploen and Owen.-collided 
at the top of the fast downhill 
section. When the dust cleared 
Owen had emerged second best 
and was down about 50 yards. 
The popular Englishman pro- 
vided some spectacular racing as 
he tried in vain to catch Ploen. 

Retirements in the event were 
high, notable. ones being that 
of Trevor Hill and Bob Cowley 





BAY PARK 


~ MOTORCYCLE 


CLASSIC 


By Brian Lawrence 
After the Pukekohe tragedy it was a sadly depleted 
field which: rolled’ out behind the pace car ‘before a 
record crowd, at Bay Park Raceway the following day. 
At the drop of the flag Molloy shot into the lead 
on the Kawasaki with Wylie, Discombe and Turner hard 


on his heels. 


Approaching the Tappenden 
Hairpin for the first time Turner 
tried a desperate manoeuvre to 
outbrake everyone, But he was 
going tooquickly and collided 
with Wylie, the two falling al- 
most into the path of Discombe, 

This immediately gave Molloy 
a break, and as they went into 
the second lap he led from 
visiting Australian Mike Steele 


and New Zealander Jim Land- 
rebe. Discombe had recovered 
holding 4th place and really 
Pressing on. 

With five laps gone, the race 
settled down but the pace was 
fast and the two Waikato red 
heads, Molloy and Discombe 
were calling the tune to Steele, 
Landrebe, Avant, Collison and 
the flying Ralph Hannan on his 


Kelth Turner and Dale Wylie at Bay, 
Park on December 30th 1973. 


RD 350. 
At the end of the fast back 


«straight Discombe wheeled his 


immaculate TZ350 under Molloy 
to take the lead on lap six. 
Further down the field Gary 
Boote was involved in a wheel 
to wheel dice with the Indone- 
sian Sarsito, both Suzuki TR500 
mounted, Allan Collison went 
missing on lap seven and, such 
was the pace that it was only 
two laps later that Discombe and 
Molloy started lapping the tail 
enders. 

Mid field again and Sarsito 
had gone by Boote, the latter 
looking impressive in his Levi 
leathers. Resident Aussie Ralph 
Hannan was putting up a fast 
and steady ride on his mod- 
ified RD350 now holding down 
6th behind Avant and Landrebe, 
who in turn were 19 seconds 
down on the three leaders, As 
the remaining laps were reeled 
off the order remained the same 
with Discombe continuing his 
winning streak receiving the 
chequers, Second place man 
Molloy could not quite foot it 
with the Yamaha rider, but cer- 
tainly never gave up trying. 




















the duelling Elsinore pair. 

Miller ‘eventually © mono- 
wheeled over the line some 12 
seconds ahead of Ploen who was 
nearly caught by Owen as he 
tried so hard over the last lap: 
In a lonely fourth came Moss 
Smith with Roly Owen fifth 
and McLaren sixth, 

It was certainly Miller’s day 
as he won all Expert and 125cc 
events, Runner-up to the 
Southerner in the 125 class was 
Jeff Burgess on a Suzuki who 
put in some very determined 
rides all day, The other feature 
event of the day was for B and 
C grade riders competing for 
the “Aero Cup”. 

Trevor Hill literally went off 
the line like a rocket to establish 
himself in front of the 250 
Elsinore and was some 150 yards 
in credit at the completion of 
lap three. A forceful but tidy 
Hill looked set for his first major 
win when he began to slow. 
From a bad start came Te Archa 
flyer Les O'Brien on his new 
2250 with Burgess hard in 
behind. 

O'Brien caught and outbraked 
Hill at the bottom of Harbour 
Hill and Burgess went by half 
a lap later. Rather than toss 


it_ away trying, Hill accepted. 


third and continued at a slower 
pace. 


By Brian Lawrence 


RESULTS — 


Race One 

1. David Gill 

2. Greg Smale 

3. Lloyd Williams 


Race Two 

1. Less O’Brien 
2. Geoff Burgess 
3. Kim McKenzie 


Race Three 

1, Ivan Miller 
2. — Peter Ploen 
3. Randy Owen 


Race Four 

1, Ivan Miller 

2. Geoff Burgess 
_ 3. Henry Nelson 


Race Five 

1. Ivan Miller 
2, Peter Ploen 
3. Moss Smith 


“Race Six 

1, Les O'Brien 

2. Dave Catherwood 
3. Trevor Hill 


Race Nine 
Ivan Miller 
Peter Ploen 
Randy Owen 
Moss Smith 
Roland Owen 
Ross McLaren 


- Les O’Brien 
. Geoff Burgess 
Trevor Hill 


ace Eleven 

Ivan Miller 
. Henry Nelson 
.. _ B. Dougherty. 


2 
3. 
4 
5 
6. 
Race Ten 
1 
2 
3 
Ri 
1 
2. 
3, 


Race Twelve 

1. Ivan Miller 

2. Randy Owen 
3. Peter Ploen 


Race Twelve (A) 
1, Ross McLaren 
2. Graeme Aldridge 
3. Ashley Major 








Montesa 
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ZONE THREE PALL 
MALL MX TO MILLER 


By Richard Woodd 


Beach Rd, Omata, (a few. miles from New Plymouth), (Wanganui), _L. Peeli (Danne- 
~ scene of the Zone Three elimination meeting of the 1974 
Pall Mall NZ Motocross Championship, on January 20, 
will undoubtedly be known as the day of the big dry. ° 
Racing-wise, it wasn’t much of a day out for the 
estimated 3000 spectators. Glorious weather, a panoramic 
sea view, the leading lower North Island riders, slick 
organisation — all the right ingredients were present, but 
the choking dust ruined everything. 


The North Taranaki Motor- 
eycle Club had modified the 
circuit to try and reduce the 
dust, but there were no obvious 
gains, 

Churned up in dense-clouds 
by the large fields (more than 
40 in each of the 125cc races) 
the dust slowed the pace as 
half-blinded riders groped their 
way around the circuit, and 
caused many collisions and falls. 

Injuries, however, were infre- 
quent and not serious, St John 
Ambulancemen took a rider with 
a dislocated shoulder to hospital 
and treated a fractured wrist. 

Leading Taranaki rider Don 
Baker, after somersaulting four 
times simply because he was 
unable to see the track, pulled 
out of the last 125 race, and 


declared: “I'm not racing, it's 
dangerous.” 

Ivan Miller, riding under 
contract to Coleman Suzuki, 


seemed unbothered by the con- 
ditions, but then he was always 
out front. 

Mille: said he found the cir- 
cuit rather too slow for his 
liking... After..cacing, there. last, 
summer, he vowed It was one 
of the best he had experienced. 

Miller, with his specialised 
mounts enjoyed a significant 








NZ Trials Riders 
Immediate delivery for the latest 
Trials_model 
$1200- or $4 japosit; 
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H.B, MOTOR CYCLES LTD 
Hastings St Napier 
Phone: 54205 
Wo are H.B's Trail Bike Experts 








sponsorship advantage over most 
of his competition. 

He failed to ‘take the lead 
from the tape only once, and 
immediately settled into the neat, 
unhurried groove, with flashes 
of speedway style that makes 
him a distinctive rider on any 
course. 

Morley — Shirriffs | (Honda, 
Palmerston North) was the only 
rider to eat Miller's dust, and 
then only briefly because the 
gap widened continuously thr- 
ough each race with Shirriffs 


always finishing at least a minute * 


behind. 

Miller- must have tremendous 
stamina. While others collapsed 
exhausted from their bikes after 
a race, he dismounted compara- 
tively fresh and spent the time 
between races skylarking in the 
Suzuki tent. 

One of the outstanding riders 
of the day was Philip Turnbull 

“(Suzuki PN) who rode deter- 
minedly to class wins in both B 
grade and 125cc. 

The most disappointing sight 
was Reg Dixon, (New Plymouth), 
having his first really competitive 
outing on a new 400 Suzuki, 
a far cry from the trusty Cheney 
BSA Reg has ridden for four 
years, 


on a totally unfamiliar bike, 
Dixon had spent the previous 
week off work with an ankle 
injury sustained in a practice 
“scramble. 

The result of these handicaps 
was that Dixon tailed the field 
in the A grade races and was 
humiliatingly lapped by Miller 
Ht the final peat. And this was 

2 OFAN SACO! 
Millortn/mnest oF tnea7s series: 

Dixon sald later that with 
plenty of practice, he thought 
hé would improve sufficiently 
to get through the North Island 
semi-finals and into the national 
finals at Woodville, March 3. 

As expected, Suzukis dom- 
inated the qualifier lists; of the 
69 qualifiers for the North Island. 
semi-finals, 26 rode Suzukis, 16 
Yamahas and 14 Hondas. 

Riders who qualified came 
from (in addition to Taranaki} 
Palmerston North, Wellington, 
Wanganui, Hawke's Bay and 

Wairarapa. It was an excellent 
. Tepresentation, 

Qualifiers (in order of points. 
earned) were: A grade: |. Miller 









In addition to being mounted 


virke), M. Shirriffs (PN), W. Lam- 
bess (Masterton). H. Greanrv. 
(Masterton), 8. Marshall (PN), 
J. Bullock (Wanganui), T. Gibbes 
(PN), D. Armstrong (PN), OD. 
Strange (Wellington), R. Dixon 
(NP). 

B grade: P. Turnbull (PN), 
C. Siddall (NP), P. Boyle 
(Wellington), R. Shirriffs (PN), 
P. Symons (Hastings), P. Thomas 
(Wellington), W. Wetzel (Porirua), 
R. ‘Maulder (NP), K. Boyle 
(Wellington), C. Glennie (Carter- 
ton), G. Soffe (Waitara), R. 
Andrews (NP), D. Reeves (Well- 
ington), L. Backhouse (Strat- 
ford), D.-Sapwell, N. Brenchley 
(Hastings), L. Callender (NP), 
J. Furze (NP). 

C grade: J. Burling (Hawera), 
D. Goodwin {Okato), P. Coxhead 
(Okato), 1. MacDonald (Strat- 


Consistent, determined riding by 
Philip Turnbull (Suzuki, Palmerston 
North) at Omata, earned him top 
points in the B grade and 125cc 


- ford), 


A. McClunie (Napier), 
P. Fleming (NP), G. Adlam (NP), 
L. ‘Harnett, R. Burling (Wan- 
ganui), P. Daniell (Wanganui), 
T. Jenkins, C. Derwir (Napier), 
A. Young (Wellington) W. Sattler 
(NP), R. Buchanan (Masterton), 
M, Andrews (NP), B. Higgins 
(PN), G. Feaver (NP), R. Steven- 
son (PN), R. Hinz (NP). 

125cc =P. “Turnbull (PN), 
P, Boyle (Wellington), R. Shirr- 
iffs (PN), G. MacRae (Hawera), 
M. Marshall (Wanganui) ,M. Love- 
ridge (Rahotu), N. Levings 
(Hawera),M. Boyle (Wellington), 
R. Wills (NP), D. Baker (NP), 
J. Gibbons (Eastbourne),  P, 
Eteveneaux (Lower Hutt), R. 
Every (Eltham), W. Funnell 
(Eltham), P. Gilligan (Rahotu), 
P. Marsh (Hawera), K. Mere- 
wether (NP), C. Daws (Wan- 


ganui), D. Mead (Linden). 


























class in tho Zone 3 (lower North 
Island) elimination meeting in the 
1974 Pall Mall NZ MotocrossCham- 
Pionship. Picture: Ross Land 





The Only Shop to Buy 
553 Your Kawasaki 


Chat's the number of SHAFT’S new 
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Ivan Miller was without doubt 
the man of the meeting at, the 
Whakatane Moto-cross held on 
December 20 last year. 

Miller won with ease seven” 
faces from seven starts being 
chased home six times by Randy 
Owen and once by P. Turnbull. 


A closa fiold. in the Experts raco 
sees (from left) Denis Pearce, Stu 
Witchall ly 
Qwen and Ashley Major fight out 
the placings. (Whakatane Beacon 
photo). 








Miller raced his three Suzuki's 
— 125, 250 and 400 — and 
was virtually without fault all 
day. 

Local riders to shine on the 


. day were C. Siddall (Honda 250) 


and W. Lambess (Yamaha 250) 
in both A-grade events, 


Ivan Miller, seven wins from soven 
Suzuki. 


=. 
starts, seen hero on his 250 TM js 


a 


~ Millers fantastic day 
at Whakatane MX 























First N.Z. Enduro .... 


N.2’s first real 
town of Raglan, 
similar events. 

The Enduro is bas 





‘Enduro event, staged by the Hamilton Motorcycle Club at the coastal 
was an outstanding success and should be the forerunner of many 


lly a long distance time trial which includes a large proportion 


of off-road trails, ‘placing a heavy emphasis on the use of trcil bikes in this case a smat- 


tering of converted, street-legal motocross machines. 


Bacause the trail sections were . 


connected by public (gravel) roads, all machines had:to be registered and carry a current 


Warrant of Fitness. 

Entries were limited to 80 
riders and many would-be com- 
petitors were disappointed by 
having their entries returned. The 
Hamilton club considers that if 
the everit becomes an annual 
one they would expect 150-200 
entries next year. 

The first rider was flagged 
away at 8am, from the centre 
of Raglan township and headed 
off for the first of three laps 
of a 50 mile circuit. Other 
riders followed at one minute 
intervals, all intent on keeping 
the 30mph speed schedule to 
the first check point, 13 miles 
out of Raglan on some of the 
worst gravel roads in the district. 

From here the speed schedule 
changed to 18mph and riders 
tasted their first short stretch 
of off-road terrain — a narrow, 
1 mile run of close.bush track 
and then back on to the gravel 
Kawhia road for a further 3 








a Sgt eis 


‘3rd “place getter’ Dave Price ‘walts 
for “his minute” to clock out at 


Kim McKenzie, who 
retired because of injuries and Jeff 
Cross, 5th ploce getter, discuss the 


miles, followed by the longest 
off-road -section of the circuit, 
nearly six miles of rugged hill 
country track. There were a 
lot of spills here, but no serious 
injuries. 

Hamilton rider Allen William- 
son fired his DT3 over a 40ft 
bank and landed beneath his 
machine, Following riders res- 
cued him and his machine and 
a bit of heavy grunting had the 
bike straightened out and Allen 
on his way again — shaken, but 
mobile. Sudden drops and tight 
corners caused a number of 
similar frights. Another short 
stretch of heavy gravel road and 
back to the bush, this time 
with a vengeance! 

The “bush was an endless 
tunnel of overgrown, sharp gorse, 
about a foot narrower than the 
handlebars and the ground below 
littered with boulders. More 

























the start of the first annual Ragli 
Enduro. 


day's riding with outright winner, 
Peter Martin (right). 





time where riders gained a lot 
of time and then onto the last 
stretch of trail. Four miles of 
really, fantastic, rocky, rutted 
bush trail around the cliffs on 
the seaward side of Mount 
Karioi, then back down the Whale 
Bay road to the Raglan check- 
point for awell earned 10 minute 
rest and refuel before setting 
out on laps two and three. z 
At the end of the first lap 
there was an abundance of drama. 
Dirt-laden, weary riders all had 
stories to tell, but the broad 
smiles were proof that they were 
all enjoying themselves. ' Col- 
lapsed wheels, flat tyres and 
broken headlights were the most 
common problem, with the really 
amazing spectacle of Lyndsay 
Lyons limping in with both 
wheels collapsed and clattering. 
At thé end of the first lap 


the points were already emerging 
into a pattern with Peter Martin, 
Rob Mitchell and Dave’ Price 
unpenalized while other riders 
had lost up to 100 points. 

Penalties were incurred on the 
basis of two points lost for 
avery minute early into each 
checkpoint and one point lost 
for every minute late, 

The top three riders were 
still unpenalized at the end of 
the ‘second lap, but the minor 
placings were beginning to 
emerge. Then on his last lap 
Dave Price dropped two points 
for an early arrival at the end 
of the very fast number one 
gravel section. Peter Martin 
clocked into the last checkpoint 
unpenalized and the large crowd 
waited expectantly for Rob 
Mitchell's arrival. Dead on time 
he too was unpenalized in spite 
of losing his right hand foot- 
rest somewhere around the cir- 
cuit. This proved his downfall, 
however as he crashed heavily 
in the acceleration and braking 
test used to decide the tie on 
points, thus conceding overall 
premier award to Peter Martin. 

A notable performance in the 








IVAN 


MILLE 


Blenheim-born British motocross star Ivan Miller (24), wants 
to open his own motocross circuit and run it as a full-time business 


— in New Zealand, 


Miller, here for the 1974 Pall Mall NZ Motocross Championship, 


in which he 





riding for Coleman Suzuki, Wanganui, believes moto- 


.eross is rapidly reaching ‘the stage in this country where it can 


be commercially exploited. 
Interviewed in New Plymouth 
where he rode in the Zone 3 
championship. elimination meet- 
ing, Miller; accustomed to 
professional promotion in Britain 
and Europe, said he was not 


impressed by  club-organised 
motocross in New Zealand. 
“There is too much inter- 


club squabbling. Motocross, to 
be really successful and enjoyable 
for riders and spectators, has to 
be professionally promoted,” he 
said. 

"It's my ambition to return 
to New Zealand at some time 
in my career and buy a block 
of land on which | will develop 
a first-class motocross circuit for 
competition and tuition. 

“l-am quite serious about 

sthis; last week in Auckland, 


where | ran riding schools for 
Bill Russell Ltd, we had 40 riders 
willing to pay $10 each for six 
hours tuition. It was only due 
to difficulties in getting full in- 
surance cover that we couldn't 
handle them all."” 

Miller intends to ‘raise the‘ 
capital riding professionally in 
the United States. American 
road racer Ron Grant is trying 
to arrange a contract for. him 
with the Suzuki USA works 
team. He said works riders 
were earning as much as $80,000 
a year in the US. 

Ivan Miller is'a very deter- 
mined young man who knows 
exactly what he wants and how 
to get it. The extent of his 


+ self-discipline was illustrated by 


a@ comment he made at New 
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‘minor placings was the fourth 
place gained by Kevin Sargent 
from Auckland on his very old 
.600ce HT Ariel. Kevin crashed 
heavily during. the first lap 
smashing his headlight and bend- 
Ing handlebars, but battled on | 
to lose only four points for: 
the whole ride. Another remark- 
able ride was made by Wellington 
lass, Janine Clover, who also 
crashed on the first lap, badly 
tearing her jeans and grazing 
her leg. She continued to 
finish in sixth place overall with 
a loss of only seven points in 
the 7% hour, 150 mile ride, 
Generous sponsorship from 

Raglan business houses and a 
souvenir T shirt for every rider 
kindly donated by Champion 
Spark Plugs ensured that all com- 
petitors will remember this event 


. for along, long time to come. 


RESULTS: . : 

1st Petor Martin, Ossa, Hamilton, 
O points lost. 2nd Rob Mitchell, 
Honda, Wollington, 0 points lost. 
3rd Dave Price, Ossa, Hamilton, 
2 points lost. 4th Kevin Sargent, 
Ariel, Auckland, 4 points lost. 
5th Jeff Cross, Yamaha, Hamilton, 


7 points lost. 
0-100 Malcolm | Ladd, Honda, 


Hamilton, 23 points lost. 
200 Huon Gray, Yamaha, Walhl, 
16 points lost. 201 + Peter Martin, 
Ossa, Hamilton, 0 points lost. 


LADIES AWARD 
Janina Clover, Honda, Wellington, 
{6th place overall), 7 points lost. 


by Richard Woodd 
Plymouth when asked whether 
he would be riding to win in 
the Zone three eliminations: 
“| always ride to win. If 
I'm not out front, I’m sick.” 
Currently ranked No. three 
on the British ladder, Miller.spent 
the northern summer riding 
works Husqvarnas in Britain and 


Europe. 
His best performances were 


in the British motocross cham- 
Pionships where he rode 125,’ 
250 and 400cc machines into 
fourth and fifth class placings. 

Talking about some of the 
physical aspects of motocrossing 
(described by experts as the 
second most physically demand- 
ing sport in the world, next to 
soccer) Miller revealed: that on 
any Sunday he loses 6lbs in a 
race meeting and recovers it 
during the week. His weight 
goes up and down like clockwork 
through the year. 


TEL: 768-946 





BOOTE FLIES AT 


WIGRAM . 


By Rod Dew 


New Zealand's newest road racing star, 19-year-old John 
Boote, of Christchurch, stormed to a superb victory in 
the open class of the national airfield championships on 
the high-speed Wigram circuit on January 20. 


{t was his third major suc- 
cess in as many outings on the 
magnificent new Yamaha TZ750 
— probably the most advanced 
racing machine in the world, 


His time for the 12-lap race * 


of 25.5 miles was exactly 17 
minutes. 

Although Boote was by no 
means first away from the push- 
start grid when the flag dropped, 
it did not take him long to weave 
his way through the high-class 
field. Fourth at the end of 
the first lap behind Marty Cropp 
(350 Yamaha), Stuart Avant 
(250 Yamaha) and younger 
brother Gary Boote (500 Suzuki), 
he suffered a minor set-back 
when Napier international Keith 
Turner (Yamaha TZ350) got the 
better of him through the traffic. 

Turner, displaying much of 
the old form which carried him 
the second place .in the 1971 
world 500cc championship, took 
the lead on the second lap and 
held onto it grimly as Boote 
sought an opening. 


Eventually, on the fifth lap, 
Boote saw his chance. He whip- 
ped the 90 brake horsepower 
Yamaha past Turner into the 
lead: From that point, the 
race was as good as over: Never- 
the less, Turner clung to the 
leader with terrier-like tenacity 
and at the finish was just 6sec 
down on Boote, His second 
place was very much deserved. 

Avant finished third overall 
on a 250cc air-cooled Yamaha 
after a tremendous dice with 
another Christchurch rider of 
unusual ability, Martin Cropp 
(Yamaha 350). 

Boote'’s mighty Yamaha was 
clearly built for circuits such 
as Wigram but even here the 
outstanding Christchurch rider 
was unable to give it its head. 

“Anybody want: to buy a 
new top gear”, he said with a 
laugh afterwards. “It has never 
been used", > 

Not once on the circuit, one 
of the fastest in the country, 
did Boote manage to use his 
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Top: _averall winnor John Booto 
TZ750 Yamaha. 
Right: second overall Keith Turner 
7Z350 Yamaha. 


sixth gear. Even down the back 
straight where he was electronic- 
ally timed at 150.9 miles an 
hour — the fastest by more than 
20mph recorded on the circuit — 
he was only pulling fifth gear. 

Unofficially, he also set a 
new record for the 2.13-mile 
circuit of Imin 22.6sec, the equi- 
valent of 92.83 miles an hour. 

Boote said that he had not 
gone as fast through the speed 
traps as he had expected although 
he had not been “‘screwing it 
on. The Yamaha would be 
capable of about 165 miles an 
hour on the Wigram straight 
and would, on a longer stretch, 
top 180 miles an hour. 

He is still waiting for a spares 
kit which will contain gear ratios 
more suitable to New Zealand 
circuits. 

Boote expressed considerable 
disappointment that the organis- 
ers of the Lady Wigram Trophy 


the motor-cycle races toone. 

"Wigram Is such a_ terrific 
circuit | am sure that if there 
had been. two races: Ron Grant 
and the other American riders 
would have stayed. Even for 
North Island riders, it wasn’t 
worth their while coming down 
just for one race". 

The outstanding lightweight 
rider on the day was undoubtedly 
Avant, whose third placing over- 
all was no mean feat. He rode 
superbly, heading off faster 
machines with his skilful corner- 
ing. Afterwards, he suffered 
the humility of a protest. The 
Hamilton rider, M, de Lacy 

{Yamaha 250), claimed that 

Avant's Yamaha 250 was over- 
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size, The Auto Cycle Union 
steward (Mr Ray Shearman) im- 
pounded the machine, lifted the 
head and measured the bore 
arid stroke, 

It was found to be under 
250cc_ and de Lacy lost 





Avant won’ 4’ total of $115 
as ‘well as the New Zealand 
280cc airfield title and Pall Mall 
championship series points. But 
if he had entered for the other 
classes as well as the 250cc 
and open he could have increased 
his earnings by another $125, 
Turner suffered in the same 
way. He beat all the 500cc 
machines but did not enter for 
this class and so sacrificed $55. 


Results were:- 


Overall — J.A. Boote (Christ- 
church), Yamaha T2750, 17:00, 
1;_K.1. Turner (Napier), Yamaha 
TZ350, 17:06, 2; S. Avant 


(Christchurch—, Yamaha 250, 17: 


28, 3; M. Cropp (Christchurch), 












Yamaha 350, 4. 

New Zealand open airfield 
championship — Boote, 17:00, 
1; B. Neilson (Invercargill), 
Yamaha T2350, 2; J.P. White 
(Christchurch), Kawasaki 900, 3; 


lorton SS ArM 
(Palmerston), Kawasak! 900)'5- 

New Zealand 500cc airfield 
championship — Cropp, 17.28.5, 
1; Neilson 2; M,. de Lacy 
(Hamilton), Yamaha 250, 3; 
L.B. Murray (Timaru), Honda 
350, 4; J.A. Gallagher (Christ- 
church), Suzuki 500, 5. 

New Zealand 350cc airfield 
championship — Turner, 17:06, 
1, Cropp 2; Neilson 3; de Lacy 
4, \.RJ. Miles (Christchurch), 
Yamaha RD350, 5. 

New Zealand 250cc airfield 
championship — Avant, 17:28, 
1; de-Lacy 2; KJ. Wendt 
(Auckland), Yamaha, 3; D, 
Cosford (Christchurch), Yamaha, 
4; N.M. Rogers (Christchurch), 
Yamaha, 5. 
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CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT 
ABOVE 


Aucklandor Gary Turner chases Mike . 
Steele. \d 


Ron Grant heads for third in the 
first log. ; s 


Up and coming American Junior rider ‘ [i 
Ralph Hudson rode the ox-Geoff 
‘Perry Suzuki 500 but was out of 
luck in the sories. : 


Former world 500cc championship 
runner-up, Taradalo's Keith Turner 
(Yamaha TZ350) camo fourth and 
fifth at Wanganui. 


CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT 
ABOVE 


Round 2 and Series winner Dale 
Wylie Suzuki 500. 


Warren Willing astride the Suzuki 350. 


Heading Into Castrol for tho first 
time it’s Molloy (Kawasski 750) 
leading from Grant (Suzuki 750), 
Hondra (Suzukl'500) and Wylio 
(Suzuki 500). 


Discombe at spood on his T2350. 
He gained = third and a second at 
Pukekohe. 








RET TT 


CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT _ 
ABOVE 


Boote takes his new four-cylinder 
Yamaha past Jim Landrebo (Yamaha 
TZ350) and on to victory in the 
machine's first major race. Boote 
came second in an earlier event. 


Tauranga’s Allan Collison (Kawasaki 
760) got his only ride of the series 
at Gracefield. 


Hendra rode a fantastic race to finish 
third. He rode his Suzuki 600 
without a fairing following a prang 
earlier in the day. 


Wylie and Molloy fought for third 
until Hondra slippod past. 


The appearance of the Yamaha four 
caused a sensation at Gracofield. 
Boote warms it up in the pits with 
mechanjc Dale Wood at loft. 


CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT 
ABOVE 


‘Scott Brolsford.and the hart - 
son 750 struck trouble right ae 
the word go. He led for a while: 
at Ruapuna but dropped back. Hero 
he takes an outside line ahoad of 
Discombe and Grant. 


On his way to his second wi 
the sorles — John Boote Sera 
Yamaha T2750. 


Sayle goes skating at ti 
ts Hondra hurries by. | ‘"® halepin 


Amoaricans Pat Henn, 
crank thalr Suzukl Te0e Ino thee 





Positioned but as the race pro- 
gressed Lett's machine began to 
miss and he was forced to drop 
back from his eighth position. 
After working his way past 
Sinclair and Gary Boote, Turner 
came across Mike Steele but try 
‘as he might he could not get the 
better of the Australian. On 
completion of the 20 laps he was 
still tucked in behind Steele for 
ninth place. 

Several riders particularly 
those from overseas, were still 
debugging their machines during 
this first race and many suffered 
Problems, Probably the most 
notable of these was Ralph 
Hudson, riding the ex-Perry 
Suzuki 500. Well up in the early 
stages he plummeted to 17th 
before.ending his race with a 
spill, Stuart Avant,and 
Peter Leahy were also immed- 
iately into mechanical problems. 
Avant with his clutch and Leahy 
with ignition. 

The race never did settle down 
into any sort of pattern as there 
was always somethiriq-happen- 
ing. The only certainty was that 
it would take mechanical trouble 
or a prang to prevent Wylie from 
winning. 

The Molloy/Discombe 
battle for second kept the large 
crowd on the boil with the 
issue being decided when Molloy 
ran into the haybales coming 
into the straight with one lap to 
go. He remounted after dropping 
to fifth but managed to catch 
Turner in the remaining lap to 
claim fourth. 

So the race ran out with New 
Zealanders filling seven of the 
first ten places — an indication 
of things to come. 

The line-up for the second 
heat was somewhat different 
from the first. ‘Lett, Leahy and 
Tinney had been disqualified 
from the first heat for riding 
“unsuitable” machinery and al- 
though Lett appeared in the 


second heat on a borrowed, 
Suzuki 500 the other two missed 


——= ee Out. Also non-starters were 





Mike Sinclair and Hendra Tir- 
tasuputra. Molloy exchanged 
his Kawasaki for the more 
nimble Yamaha TZ350 and 
Joined the others on the front 
row. 

Wylie again showed everyone 
aclean pair of expansion 
chambers’and immediately 
settled into the lead on his water- 

cooled Suzuki twin, the heads 
and barrels of which were factory 
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COMPETITION MACHINES 
* 1973 Suzuki TM400K scrambler, our own machine, 
maintained regardless of cost $1149 cash or $383 


prototypes sent out for evalua- 
tion. And again Molloy and 
Discombe fought it out for 
second, Ina virtual repetition 
of the first heat Turner, 
Hennen and Grant disputed 
fourth until Grant suddenly 
appeared way back In 15th 
spot half way through the race. 
Stuart Avant, with the clutch 
on'his Yamaha TR2 sorted out, 
sneaked up through the field, 
got past Landrebe and started 
mixing it with the Australian 


pair of Steele and Willing in a 
battle for sixth. Having passed 
Willing he overcooked it while 
trying to pass Steele on the last 
lap and ended up with nothing 


~ but a sore backside. 


Landrebe, Sayle and Woodley 
provided the good-sized crowd 
with some close racing in the 
later stages of the race but re- 
mained in that order to the 
finish, Landrebe taking one point 
for eighth place. 


Round Two 
PUKEKOHE 


After Wanganui, Pukekohe three days later was a totally different 


proposition. 


Speculation over who would be the master on the.wide- 


open track increased with the news that motorcycle land speed 


record holder,~ American Cal Rayborn, 


would race the Suzuki 500 


previously ridden by Joe Lett. The Suzuki would not have been 
the fastest motorcycle on a track more suited to the really fast 
machines but in the hands of Rayborn who could tell what would 


happen? 


During practise Wylie declared 
his intention to remain number 
‘one contender with lap times 
in the 75-seconds bracket. Grant 
was also putting in some good 
times as was Molloy, who again 
had brought both the Kawasaki 
and the Yamaha. 

But practise times can be 
deceiving and when the field 
lined up for the start of the 
first heat it was still anybody's 
guess who would win. The field 
itself was much larger than 
that at Wanganui and included 
some more interesting machinery 
such as Ralph Hannan‘s 
modified RD 350 Yamaha and 
Dave Crook's Honda 350 twin. 

A brilliant sun shone down as 
Molloy streaked to the front at 
the drop of the flag. Grant, 
Discombe, Landrebe and Rayborn 
were close behind as they hit the 


home straight. Wylie, recovering 
from a bad start;\hed just made 


itinto.the leading tan when, 
disaster struck at Champion 
Curve — someone had fallen. It 
wasn't until the bunch had come 
around for the second time that 
many realised it was Rayborn 
who was missing. 

The race was stopped while the 
ambulance crew attended the 
American as he lay prone on the 
track, where he had rebounded 
after, hitting the notorious Armco 

barrier. Repeated calls were made 


1971 Greaves “Griffon”, 250cc winner of numerous 
championships in the hands of Graham Sword, many 
new spares include, barrel and chamber. Ready to 
race at $699 cash or $233 Deposit. 

1968 CZ 380 M-X Single Port, New 360 top end, 
many spares and extremely tidy at $699 cash or 


1971 Suzuki TR500, Road racer, ex-Phil Breth- 
erton, fontana’s, sucker tyres etc, spare sprockets 
fairing etc $1950 cash or $650 Deposit. 

* 1960 Matchless/Lyster G50, ex Landrebe — Wylie 
Lyster frame and caram wheels, still a competitive 
club racer $1190 cash or $400 Deposit. 








over the PA system for the track 
doctor, After what seemed an 
awfully-long time, the ambulance 
began its dash to Middlemore 
hospital. Naturally, all racing 
was discontinued until another 


ambulance could stand by at the 


track. 

Machines lay propped up by 
the fence along the grid awaiting 
the restart. Riders stood by, 
sweltering in their leathers under 
the fierce sun — there was little 
shade for them. Spectators milled 
about for a while but as the 


minutes passed restlessness became 


too physical an exercise and gave 


sway Yo indolence. The soft-drink 


sellers must have made enough to 
retire on. 

dim Landrebe had thoughts 
of his own and found a spot in 
the shade of the fire truck where 
he could be alone. Rayborn's 


prang occurred only feat away 
from where-Jim‘s brother” 


Naville suffered. his fatal accident 
acouple of years previously. 
The ambulance arrived and 
the top riders set about re- 
psyching themselves for the 
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:business at hand. The interval 


had given Ralph Hudson time 

to join the field along with Rod 
Dunshea on the-venerable Egll 
Vincent — believed to be the 
only British machine to take part 
in the whole series, On the other 
hand Sinclair, Gary Boote and 
Keith Turner were out with 
machine troubles. 

For the second time the event 
started and for the second time it 
was stopped before completion 
of the scheduled 20 laps. A mix- 
up involving Garry Turner and 
another rider at Castrol Corner on 
the 18th lap, when Turner was 
lying tenth and passing a back- 
marker, persuaded the organisers 
to cut short the race with Wylie 
way ahead. ‘ 

But Wylie didn’t have it all 
his own way. If Ginger Molloy 
hadn't broken his chain and if 
the race was not cut short things 
may have turned out differently. 
If there are so many 
‘if's in this game. At the time of 
his retirement from the race (on 
the same lap that Turner pranged) 
Molloy was lying second on his 
“green meanie” Kawasaki after 
having led Wylie for half the race. 
He was not far behind Wylie but 
far enough for spectators to doubt 
whether he could make up the 
ground. 

Molloy and Wylie left the rest 
of the field from the start to 
battle it out between themselves. 
With Wylie at times only inches 
from Molloy the couple steadily 
pulled away from Grant and 
Discombe who spent almost as 
much time alongside each other * 
as they did apart. Considering 
that Discombe’s machine was 
less than half the capacity of the 
Suzuki, the Cambridge rider put 
in a remarkable performance. 
Nevertheless it was Grant who 
had the edge when the race came 
to a premature half enabling the 
American to score his highest 
single score of the series. 

-Landrebe inherited fourth 





place after talling Steele Tor Most Wy! 


of/the race. Steela dropped to 
sixth behind Sayle towards the 
end and John Woodley just beat 
Warren Willing to seventh, Wood- 
ley had a busy time. He spent 


much of the early part of the 

race dicing with Hudson then he 
progressed to do battle with 
Burgess and finally in the latter 
stages he got the better of Willing. 

By the time the second heat 
was to run, the Perry camp, 
who were looking after the 
Americans, had heard that 
Rayborn was dead, and were 
leaving, Keith Turnerhad 
replaced the head gasket on his 
TZ 350 and lined up on the 
front row, 

Practically the whole of the 
front row pulled wheelies from 
the line. Woodley was almost 
vertical at one stage as he tried 
to power his way to the fore but 
he threw his machine away 
somewhere on the opening lap. 

Immediately, the Molloy- 
Wylie-Discombe pattern emerged. 
Turner, Sayle and Steele soon 
passed Landrebe who stayed 
comfortably ahead of Burgess 
for the 20 laps. . 

It looked as though Wylie 
would just not have.enough power 
to pass Molldy but the advantages 
of water-cooling showed up after 
13 hard-fought laps. Molloy felt 
the Kawasaki's motor tighten up 
slightly and was forced to slow 
down considerably. Within a 
lap Wylie had opened up a lead 
of several seconds and a lap later 

Discombe caught Molloy, who 
wasn't even bothering to “get 
right down to it” on the straights 
Turner, Sayle and Steele almost 
included Molloy and Discombe 
in their race-long battle byt over 
the last couple of laps, the 
Kawasaki picked up speed and 
as Molloy pressed Discombe the 
latter two, drew away from the 
fighting threesome. 

Further down the field John 
Boote led home the two 
Indonesians Sarsito and Hendra 
leaving Lawrence, Hannan, Water- 
er and Fletcher to fight out the 
tail-end positions, 

Four races and two rounds — 
half jf the sariea had gene and 

Wvlie.had.maxi i 
looked unbeatable but there was 
much more excitement to come. 


Contd on Py. 16 
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nganui 
races 


Christchurch's Stuart Avant rode the Yamaha 250 of Australi 
visitor Warren Willing to victory in the Shell Race of the Year at 


Wanganui on Boxing Day. 


Avant led the 15 lap event from the 


start and survived a late challenge from another Christchurch rider, 


Marty Cropp (Yamaha 250) 


to win the $130 first prize. Cropp 


took home $100 for his second place. 


The race, also classified as 
the New Zealand Lightweight 
TT, ran in conjunction with the 
combined 125cc scratch. Conse- 
quently, over 15 laps, riders were 
well and truly spaced out, making 
the race difficult to follow. 

Wanganui rider Don Cosford 
(Suzuki 250) settled into third 
spot early in the race and never 
lost his position. For much of 
the race he was shadowed by 
Brendon Quirk who also rode 
a Suzuki but Kevin Wendt 
(Yamaha 250) worked his way 
through the field until he occup- 
ied fourth spot behind Cosford 

The 125cc Scratch was well 
won by Wellingtonian Steve 
Dundon (Suzuki) who got a 
lightning start and was actually 
snapping at Avant’s heels for a 
lap. Ultra-lightweight TT 
(Onekawa) winner, Tony Burrell 
(Suzuki) came second and Ross 
Barnes made it a Suzuki _hat- 
trick. Scrambler Morley Shirr- 
iffs from Palmerston North broke 
the Suzuki domination by bring- 
ing his Honda Elsinore home 
fourth. 

Dale Wylie (Suzuki 500) was 
just too quick for the inter- 
national competition in the A- 
grade Open. After only four 
of the eight laps he was the 
length of the straight away from 
second: place man Pat Hennen, 
who wes trying to fight off 
Murray Sayle (Yamaha TZ 350) 
and John Boote (TZ 350) aboard 
his "bitza’’ Suzuki 500. 


was Gi 
to chase Wylie 3 
POST In the DOOR stra 


his Yamaha TZ 350 Molloy 
trailed Wylie by seven seconds 
at the end of the eight laps and 
in turn was 17 seconds clear of 
Hennen. Avant made the best 
of a good start and finished 
fourth on his Yamaha TR3. 

Discombe won a close 350cc 
race from Molloy and Avant in 
the first event of the day. Early 
leader Jim~Landrebe slid off his 
TZ Yamaha on the sixth of the 
eight laps while holding third. 

The B-grade Open was a battle 
between Quirk and Kawasaki 
%0-mounted New Plymouth 
rider, Harry Hope. Quirk led 
for four of the six laps but 
after passing Ernie Collins 





nisninge 
rer: ATAMG ~~ memorable. 


marlboro results 


(Suzuki 250) on the third lap 
Hope set after Quirk. Don 
O'Connor (Suzuki 500) also got 
Past Collins to claim third and 
Doug Fairbrother of Greytown 
gobbled up Collins on his Spartan 
750 “Orientaleater” during the 
final lap, thus at least partly 
living up to its name. 

Both Modified Production 
events were won in convincing 
fashion by Collison on his very 
fast Kawasaki 750. Team-mate 
and fellow moto-crosser Peter 
Ploen backed him up with two 
second places. 

Visiting Australians Brian 
Holmes and Morrie Gosdan took 
home the major prize money 
after winning both chair events 
on their immaculate Honda 750 
outfit. The very quick Paul 
Corbett/Stu Forbes Suzuki 750 
outfit was right out of luck and 
after two off-+oad excursions, 
‘once in practise and once in the 
first race, the plucky Blenheim 
boys were out for the day. “In 
fact Stu received injuries which 
were to put him out of racing 
for several meetings. 

Another outfit which came to 
grief in practise was the Dick 
Leppard/Ken Rigartsford combo 
which made a dramatic and 
rather eerie, exit through the 
cemetery in the esses, bowling 
over headstones as it carreerea 
through. The outfit was demol- 
ished and although the lads 
received injuries they were nc 
serious. 
fo _exciting chair 

‘the more’ 
Howard Gregory 
and Steve Cresswell (Triumph 
750) challenged the Australians 
right from the word go and when 
the Gordon Skilton/Ray Larsen 
Norton 750 outfit moved up to 
join them, the pressure was really 
on the Australians. At the end 
of the straight on the fourth 
lap Skilton tried to pass Holmes 
but he couldn't do it and over 
shot 

Holmes and Gosdan led all 
the way in the first sidecar race. 
The Blenheim pair of Chris 
Moller and Lockie Johnstone 
were tucked in behind the Honda 
for half the race on their in- 
credible Suzuki 500 twin outfit 
but then came to a sudden stop. 


WANGANUI GRACEFIELD — One Hest Only 
. Boote J. 
Heat One Heat Two eg Doct a 
1. Wylie 1. Wylie RO ee 
2 Discombe 2. Molloy x Melee 
2. Grant 3. Discombe 5 Wylie 
4, Molloy 4. Turner 6. Landrebe 
5. TurerK. 5. Hennen 7. Steele 
6. Hennen 6. Steele & — Sayle 
7. Boote J. 7. Willing 
& Steele 8. Landrebe 
PUKEKOHE = = 
Heat One Heat Two FA ly 
1. Wylie 1. Wylie 2 Wylie 
2 Grant 2 Discombe ties 
3. Discombe 3. Molloy 4% Heonen 
4. Landrebe 4, Turner ran 
5. Sayle 5. Sayle 6. Landrebe 
6 Steele 6. Steole zn ooney 
7. Woodley 7. Landrebe 8. Hendra 
8 ‘Nilling 8. Burgess 
MARLBOR® SERIES FINAL POINTS POSITIONS 
Suzuki 500 eal 
Yamaha 350 Ba 
Yamaha 350/700 es 
Yamaha 350/Kawasaki 750 ee 
‘Suzuki 750 a 
Yamaha 350 a 
- ‘Suzuki 500/750 
ramaha 350 ) a 
‘Suzuki 500 } 
Yamaha 350 = 
Yamabe 350 4 
‘Suzuki 500/350 +} 





Skilton and Larsen tangled at 
thes start with the outfits of 
Gregory and Cresswell -and 
Hastings riders Shorty Reay and 
Dave Dibben (Norton 650). 
SHELL RACE OF THE YEAR — 
NZ Lightweight TT:- 1. Avant, 
Yamaha 250. 2. M. Cropp, Yamaha 
250. 3. D. Cosford, Suzuki 250. 
4. B. Quirk, Suzuki 250. 5. M. 
Delacey, Yamaha 250 — Combined 
125 Scratch — 1. S. Dundon, Su- 
zuki 125. 2 A. Burrell, Suzuki 
125. 3. R. Barnes, Suzuki 125. 
4. M. Shirriffs, Honda 125. 5. J. 
Grogan, Suzuki 125. 

350ce RACING CLASS - 1. T. Dis- 
combe, Yamaha 350, 2. G. Molloy. 
Yamaha 350. 3. J. Landrebe, 
Yamaha 350. 5 

500cc RACING CLASS — 1.D. Wylie 
Suzuki 500. 2-G. Molloy, Yamaha 


350. 3. P. Hennen Suzuki 500. 
A-GRADE OPEN — 1. D. Wylie, 
Suzuki 500. 2. M. Sayle Yamaha 
350. 3. J. Boote Yamaha 350. 
B-GRADE OPEN — 1. H. Hope, 
Kawasaki 350. 2. B. Quirk Suzuki 
250. 3. D. O'Connor Suzuki 500, 
MODIFIED PRODUCTION — | 
1. A. Collison Kawasaki 750. 2. P. 
Ploen Kawasaki 750. 3. L. Plummer 
Kawasaki 750. 

MODIFIED PRODUCTION — II 
1, A. Collison Kawasaki 750. 2. P. 
Ploen Kawasaki 750. 3. S. Maxwell 
Kawasaki 750. 
SIDECARS — | 
M. Gosdan Honda 750, 2. G. 
Skilton/R. Larson Norton 750. 
3. R. Clayton/J. Dodunskie CWS 
750. 

SIDECARS — I1_ 1. Holmes/Gosdan. 
2. H. Gregory/S. Cresswell Triumph 
750. 3. Clayton/Dodunskie. 


1. B. Holmes/ 





Pukekohe 
Grand Prix ........... 


With a performance eclipsed only by Dale Wylie’s double Marlboro 
victory the same day, Tauranga scrambler/road racer Allan Collison 
took his Kawasaki 750 to three effortless wins from three starts 
at the Pukekohe circuit on December 29. 


Collison won both B-grade 
Open events and the open pro- 
duction. In all three races he 
was followed by Napier’s Leslie 
Plummer on another H2. Perhaps 
Collison’s victories were worthy 
consolation for his disappoint- 
ment at not being included in 
the two main events for he 
would certainly have left the 
track wealthier than had he been 
in the Marlboro races. 

The 10-lap A-grade open race, 
the first on the programme, 
resulted in the first of three wins 
for Wylie who was riding the 
Suzuki 500 which had shown a 
clean pair of heels at Wanganui 
three days previously. Jim 
Landrebe and Murray Sayle, both 


ea 


Yamaha RD 350 riders Alec 
MacLeod (49) and Martin Aiken (63) 
exit Champion Curve. 
on Yamaha TZ 350s, wrestled 
for the lead in the opening laps. 
Then Wylie and Discombe 
(TZ350) recovered from indiffe- 
rent starts and together with 
Molloy and Turner (TZ350s) they 
caught up with the leading pair 

Sayle got off to another quick 
start in the 350cc race but was 
not as quick as Molloy. The 
veteran from Huntly set a crack- 
ing pace from the start and 
after he passed Sayle at the 
hairpin on the opening lap he 
was never headed. 

Martin Aiken and Alec Mac- 
Leod established themselves at 
the front of the 350cc produc- 
tion machine pack and-livened 
up what would. otherwise have 
been a comparatively dull race, 
at least for the spectators. Both 
riding RD 350 Yamahas, as was 
the vast majority of the entries, 
these two provided the interest 
as they had completely different 
styles and lines through the bends. 

The Blenheim sidecar duo of 
Chris Moller and Lockie John- 
stone must consider the first 
eight-lap chair event to be their 
best race of the season. Back in 
sixth place early in the race they 
passed Paul Corbett’s Suzuki 
750 outfit, then Gregory's 
Triumph 750, Reay’s Norton 650 
and Skilton’s Norton 750 on the 
final lap, to claim a well-earned 


second place behind the Aust- 
ralian Honda 750 pair of Brian 
Holmes and Morris Gosdan. 


PUKEKOHE RESULTS 
A-Grede Open 
1. D. Wylie 
2. T. Discombe 
3. M. Sayle 
4. G. Molloy 
5. K. Turner 2 
A-Grade 350ce 
1. G. Molloy 
2M. Sayle 
3. T. Discombe @ 
B-Grade Open (1) 
1. A. Collison 


2. L Plummer 
3. A. Dean 


Suzuki 500 
Yamaha 350 





Yamaha 350 


Kawasaki 750 
Norton 750 





&-Grade Oper’ (2) 

1. A.Collisont — Kawasaki 750 
2. L Plummer es a 
3. P. Yule 

‘Slee to Open Production 

1, A. Collisons Kawasaki 750 
2 L Plummer nd 2 
3. P. Ploen 


BOce Production 
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All accessories ‘including: 
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Sidecars — (1) 

1. B. Holmes/M. Gosdan 
Honda 750 

2. C. Moller/\. Johnstone 
Suzuki 500 

3. G. Skilton/R. Larsen 


Norton 750 
«Sidecars — (2) 
1. P. Corbatt/G. Worsley 
Suzuki 750 


~ 2 Holmes/Gosdan Honda 750 


3. Skilton/Larsen Norton 750 





_ Gracefield 
Grand Prix 





Dale Wylie (Suzuki 500) won 


the New Zealand Open TT at 


Gracefield Lower Hutt, on January 6 but it was by no means a 
foregone conclusion and it was not an easy win, 


Ron Grant was the early 
leader of the 15-lap event on a 
Suzuki 750 but overshooting a2 
corner on the third lap cost him- 
dearly and he plummeted to 
ninth. Wylie immediately took 
the reigns and galloped the re- 
maining laps for the $135 first 
prize but he might be considered 
a trifle lucky in his win, In- 
donesian Hendra Tirtasuputra, 
who was later in the day to 
shine in the Marlboro Classic 
race, was pressing Wylie hard 
until he came off his Suzuki 
TR 500. Right behind Hendra, 
Trevor Discombe kept up the 
pressure until he too, quit the 













race, having mechanical bothers 

with his Yamaha TZ 350. The 

disappearance of these two 
seemed to. take some of the 
excitement out of the race as 

Wylie steadily increased his lead 

over Jim Landrebe and Keith 

Turner (TZ 350s). 

But John Boote, riding the 
four-cylinder Yamaha TZ 750 
in its world racing debut, relent- 

“essly picked off riders at the 

rate of one per lap until he 

reached Landrebe on the sixth. 

It took the young Christchurch 

rider three laps to get round 

the Dunedinite then he began 
to make ground on Wylie. 


















f 460 motocross 
Rez NS Soe een Note 
‘Championship winning machine. 
$1710. Available for immediate 

dolivery. 
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Husqvarna 


* SURFACE GRINDING 
* HELICOILS. FITTED 


* CRANK GRINDING. 


cONPMION, 
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234 RICHARDSON ROAD 
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PHONE 675-628 










































CHOICE OF CHAMPIONS, 


‘Ariving soon = 290 CR 

features) msgnestm: pres 
sur inkease. Alloy 
clutch and sprocket. Modified 
front and rear suspension. Fivo- 
speed closa ratio gearbox. 
Weight 97 kgms. 


84 ‘Taonui Street 
Palmerston North 
Phone 87-082 


MOTORS 
LIMITED 


New Zealand Distributors 
Husqvarna 
Bultaco 
Harley-Davidson 


YOUR KEY TO SERVICE SATISFACTION AND SUCCESS 


ALSO NORTON TRIUMPH asa) 
L.M.V.D, 


Ph: 84100. 








59 Amohau St. Rotorua, 


However, the Suzuki rider was 
too far ahead and kept his place 
at the finish flag. Grant and 
John Woodley (TZ 350) followed 
in Landrebe and sixth spot was 
surprisingly filled by Atlan Coll- 
ison who made a flying start 
‘on his Kawasaki 750 and rode 
a determined race to put him- 
self in the money. 

The bespectacled Collison also 
captured both production events 
on a ‘Kawasaki 750. In the 
first he outsped one of the 
leading South Island production 
experts, Owen Galbraith on an- 
other Kawasaki 750, and in the 
second he finished a comfortable 
distance from Les Plummer. 
Local boy Dave Hiscock prevent- 
ed a Kawasaki 1-2-3 in both races, 
by twice bringing in his Triumph 
Bonneville” 750 in third place. 

Landrebe and Woodley led 
the 350cc field for a few laps 
but at the end of the 10 laps 
Discombe, Molloy and Turner 
had filed past (all were riding 
Yamaha TZ 350s) and ‘Warren 
Willing (Suzuki 350) was ap+ 
proaching Woodley. 

Hamilton's Murray Delacey 
gave Stewart Avant a run for his 
money in the 250cc race. Avant 
(Yamaha TD3) had opened up 
a good lead on the rest of the 
field by three-quarters of the 
way through the 10-lapper but 
Delacey (Yamaha TD3) came 
from midfield to narrow the gap 
and a finish a close second. 

Steve Dundon (Suzuki 125) 
never looked like being caught 
in the 125cc event and he won 
by 15 seconds over eight laps 
from Tony Burrell (Suzuki 125) 
and Alistair Mitchell (Yamaha 
125), the latter substituting for 
an injured Marty Bayliss. 

The B-grade open was won 
bysGary Newlands. His Kawa- 
saki 750 was always well out- 


Ruapuna 





Ashley Frew (91), Dave Norton 
(99) and John Rathgen (111) about 
to lap B. Timms (113) and R. Hinz 
(154) in the Open B-Grade raco. 


‘in. front. Oave Crook held 
second place on his 350 cc 
“toffee-apple” Honda for most 
of the eight laps but was finally 
sucked in by Dave Norton, who 
really flew on his Suzuki 250. 
Sidecar passenger Mike Vau- 
ghan won't forget Gracefield in 
a hurry. Nor will driver Basil 
Craig. The pair were without 
a machine since their own blew 
up so in the sidecar handicap 
they borrowed the Triumph 650 
outfit of B. Williamson and R. 
Harkness. From the push start 
Vaughan put in the big effort _ 
and when she fired up he took 
a flying leap for the chair. Un- 
fortunately, Craig was already 
winding on the power and 
Vaughan slid unceremoniously 
to the ‘ground. Craig knew 
nothing of this until the left- 
hander at the end of the straight’ 
was being negotiated and the 
third wheel was reaching for the 
clouds. Rather disconcerting — 
it's moments like these . . 





Wellington Suzuki_ rider. Steve. Dundon..turnedsupmtru 


Ruapuna” Park, 


Christchurch, on January 13 by winning the 200cc 


0 
Open on his 125cc machine then the Marlboro Non-Qualifiers and 


B-Grade Open on his 500. 
Dundon was untroubled in his 
wins, The 125 and B-grade races 
he led from the start and was 
well ahead of both fields within 
a lap. He had one of his rare 
bad starts in the 15-lap Non- 
Qualifiers event and trailed John 
White (Kawasaki 900) and John 
Rathgen (Suzuki 500) for a few 
laps before taking over as front 
runner, Rathgen, a very pro- 
mising Christchurch rider, se- 
cured second berth in both the 
B-Grade and Non-Qualifiers 
events. 
In contrast. to Dundon's 
runaway victories, John Boote 
(Yamaha TZ750) had a tough 
job taking the 10-lap A-grade 
Open from Ron Grant (Suzuki 
750), Dale Wylie (Suzuki 500) 
and Pat Hennen (Suzuki 750). 
These four put on a tremendous 
display and each held the lead 
at some stage. Hennen set the 
Pace and had enough power on™ 
the straights to stay ahead of 
Wylie for seven laps. Then it 
was Wylie’s turn but he let 
Grant and Boote slip through. 
On the last lap Boote dug his 
heels in, powered past Grant and 
set a new but short-lived lap 
record of 46.5 seconds. |t was 
interesting to note that the 
Yamaha TZ 350s were conspic- 
uous by their absence from the 
first five placings — an unusual 





























Occurrence these days. 

After pulling in on the first ~ 
lap of the A-grade event, top 
TZ 350 rider Trevor Discombe 
made no mistake in the 350cc 
race. Murray Sayle who was 
going incredibly fast on his TZ 
350 was his big threat in the 
opening laps but the Aussie rider 
fell at the Castrol hairpin while 
leading. Discombe continued to 
win from Jim Landrebe (TZ 350 
Yamaha) and Mike Steele (TZ 
350), who eluded the air-cooled 
Yamaha TR3 of Stu Avant. 

In the previous race, the 
250cc, Avant ran out the winner 
on his Yamaha TD2. The top 
places were sealed by the halfway 
stage; at the end of the eight 
laps it was Avant, Kevin Wendt 
(Yamaha 250) and Don Cosford 
(Suzuki 250). u 

Steve Cresswell joined the 
ranks of embarrassed sidecar pas- 
sengers in the feature chair event 
when he took a flying leap from 
the start only to land on his 
nose while Howard Gregory car- 
ried on regardless until he realised 

Paul 







/A-GRADE OPEN — NEW ZEALAND 
OPEN TT — 1. D. Wylie Suzuki 
500, 2, J. Boote Yamal 

3, J, Landrebe Yameha TZ3! 
Grant Suzuki 750. 
Yamaha TZ 350. 6, A. Collison 
Kewasaki 750. 

125cc MIXED CLASS 1. S. Dundon 
Suzuki. 2. A. Burrell Suzuki. 3. A. 
Mitchell Yamaha. 

250cc RACING CLASS 1. S, Avant 
Yamaha. 2. M. Delacey Yambha. 
3. D, Norton Suzuki. 
350ce RACING CLASS_ 1. T; Dis- 
combe Yamaha TZ 350. 2 G. 
Molloy Yamaha .TZ 350. 3. K. 
Turner Yamaha TZ 350. 
B-GRADE_OPEN 1. G. Newlands 
Kawasaki 750. 2. D. Norton Suzuki 
250. 3. D. Crook Honda 350. 

OPEN PRODUCTION GP 1. A. 
Collison Kawasaki 750. 2 0. Gal- 
braith Kewasaki 750. 3. D. Hiscock 
Triumph 7508. 

OPEN PRODUCTION HANDICAP 
1. A. Collison Kawasaki 750. 2. L. 











Plummer Kawasaki 750. 3. D. His- 
cock Triumph 750B. 
SIDECAR SCRATCH 1. P. Cor- 


bett/G. Worsley Suzuki 750. 2. 8. 
Holmes/M. Gosdan Honda 750. 3. 
1, Clark/A. Boyle Kawasaki 750. 

SIDECAR HANDICAP 1. P. Cor- 
bett/G. Worsley Suzuki 750. 2. B. 
Holmes/M, Gosdan Honda 750. 3. 
H. Gregory/S. Cresswell Triumph 750. 


Corbett and Grant Worsley ap- 
peared to play cat and mouse 


DUNDON’S DAY AT RUAPUNA With the opposition in this and 


the .previaus..sidecar race but 


fat the . Gregory an 
well made up for their earlier 
embarrassment by winning the 
handicap in determined fashion. 


200cc OPEN 1. S. Dundon Suzuki 
125. 2. P. Ellis Yamaha 125. 3. 
R. Anderson Kawasaki 100. 
ene | 1. S. Dundon 
. 2, J. Rath Suzuki 

500. 3. K. Weal icewasskl 750, 
A-GRADE OPEN 1. J. Boote Yam- 
aha TZ 750. 2. R. Grant Suzuki 
750. 3. D. Wylie Suzuki 500. 4. 
P. Hennen Suzuki 750. 5. H. Tirt- 
asuputra Suzuki 500. 
350cc PRODUCTION 1. |. Miles 
Yamaha 350. 2.M. Gibbons Yamaha 
aos 3. P. Royds Yamaha 350. 

‘CAR OPEN 1. P. Corbett/ 
G. Worsley Suzuki 750, 2. G. Skitton/ 
R, Larsen Norton 750, » Moller/ 
fe: Solvnstons) Suzuki 500. 

(Occ RACING CLASS 1.5. A\ 
Yamaha 250. 2. K. Wendt Venune 
250. 3. D. Cosford Suzuki 250. 
360cc RACING CLASS 1. T. Dis- 
oe emnapalt 350. 2. J. Land- 

famaha . 
Yamaha TZ 350, ea oe 
SIDECAR FEATURE 1. Corbett/ 
Worsley. 2 |. Clark/A. Boyle 
Kawasaki 750. 3, Skilton/Larsen. 
MARLBORO NON-QUALIFIERS 
1. S. Dundon Suzuki 500, 2. J. 
Rathgen SuzukI 500. 3. J. White 
Kawasaki 900. 4. C. Verry Kawasaki 
ane 5.K. Alderson Yamaha 350. 
‘CAR HANDICAP 1.H.G 

‘S. Cresswell Triumph 750. emtet 
Worsley. 3. Skilton/Larsen. 



















KAWASAKI S2A... 


big lightweight or 


littie heavyweight 


Some motorcycles just cannot be compared with any other 
even those in the same ‘size/price bracket simply because they 


have “a totally different function. 


It would be pointless, for 


instance, putting an RD 350 Yamaha against’ a Suzuki GT 380 
and trying to decide which is the better bike. 


Kawasaki's 350cc S2A is one 
of those machines. Although 
it has the same triple-cylinder 
engine configuration as the 
Suzuki 380 and the sporty appeal 
of the RD 350 it can’t be com- 
Pared with either because it is 
a combination of both. 

First impressions of the S2A 
can be favourable or unfavour- 
able depending on personal taste 
but are unlikely to be neutral. 
The S2A looks big. It’s a bit 
on the heavy side at 335 Ibs 







(dry) and looks top heavy — 
high mounted engine, large fast- 
“back-style seat and upswept 
mufflers, 

The mufflers, seat and snappy 
paint job are immediate attrac- 


owas it 








a real dazzler with sky blug 
tank, tail and side covers set 
off by horizontal yellow and 
purple striping on the tank and 
tail. Matt black instrument 
panel, headlamp shell and 
brackets plus of course that long, 
black seat, contrast handsomely 
with the paintwork and chrome 
fittings. Also noted at the 
preliminary inspection was the 
absence of a carrier in favour 
of a large, sturdy pillion grab 
rail. Most welcome. 
So, too, was the new front 
disc brake. Along with the new 
paint, six-bearing crank instead 
of a four, and the replacement 
of the steel fork sliders with 
alloy ones, the disc forms one 
of the differences between the 
$2A and the S2. The disc is 
slightly smaller than that on its 
* bigger brothers, the 500 and 
- 750, but works extremely well. 
. It is mounted on the left fork 

and is of the single-acting piston 


pe. 

Starting up the machine from 
cold was a simple matter. Just 
turn the key (mounted on the 
instrument panel), turn on the 
petrol and kick her over. No 
choke necessary and no need to 
check that‘ the kill button is 
off because there isn’t one. We 
were told by the owner, Doug 
Jones of Wellington, that choke 
was usually not required even 
first. thing in the morning but 
should it prove necessary the 
lever is conveniently-mounted 
beside the throttle grip. : 

After a couple of minutes 
warm. up the gear lever was 
slipped into the first of the 
five ratios and we were away 
with an ultra-smooth take-off. 

Power delivery of the S2A is 
exceptionally smooth and com- 
bined with a light, :no-snatch 
clutch it makes for very easy 
take-offs. It's no trouble to 
aviate the front wheel from start 
if one feels so inclined but that's 
such a frightful bore these days, 
don't you think? So much 


appeal to the vast yo! . 
conwintypahoubiko™ taxed was-—wi(ch=Is"callbrated in mph) and 









nicer to be able to let out the 
clutch almost immediately, with- 
out slip, for a quick ‘and con- 
trolled getaway. 

Maximum power output is 
quoted as 44hp at 8,000 rpm 
with maximum torque (28.9 ft/ 
Ibs) at 7,500. As the machine 
was still in the process of being 
run in, having done only 600 
miles, an upper rev limit of 
6,000 rpm, 2,500 short of the 
red line, was set. But that was 
enough 1o convince us that the 


ae 





S2A is one powerful machine. 
Smoothness of delivery and the 
quiet exhaust note (at least it 
seems quiet from the saddle) can 
deceive but the power is there 
all right. Trundling along in 












lay fourth gear at 3,400 rpm regis- 


“the=speedo, 


not km/h. Open‘up the throttle 
and the motor responds instantly 
like a well-bred race horse, al- 
though as the tachometer: needle 
approaches five'and six: thousand 
rpm the beginnings of a definite 
surge can be felt. Who, needs 
six gears with this sort of 
behaviour? 

In a way, though, an extra 
gear would-be appreciated. Cog- 
swapping was such a pleasure 
that we felt “the more the 
better’. The clutch was light 
and the gears engaged crisply and 
cleanly every time. Neutral was 
a cinch to find. Only after 
several minutes spent crawling 
through dense city traffic did, 
the clutch lose any of its effect. 
“Even then, changing was noiser 
but no less easy. r 

Riding position was found to 
be an ideal compromise between 
town and touring stances. Doug 
had replaced the original bars 
with shortened ‘serni-westerns’’as 
he thought the. original pair a 
bit too high. A feeling of being 
perched way above the ground 
persisted for a while but soon 
disappeared as the miles rolled 
by. The rider adopts a slight 
lean forward which would be 
comfortable for touring or high 
speed riding without putting any 
strain on wrists or arms about 
town. Perhaps the only black 
mark on the issue of riding 
position is that the kick start 
shaft, at the point where it is 
fixed to the spline, irritates the 
rider's ankle. A small gripe but 
worth noting. 

Handling of the S2A was 
generally found to be excellent 
and once adjusted to the indivi- 
dual “feel” of the bike the 
rider can-swing through the bends 
with confidence. On long, 
sweeping corners the machine can 
be Jeaned over without fear of 
grounding — It has six and a 
half inches of clearance. But 
‘on tight corners it displayed a 
tendency which could be com- 
pared’ to .oversteer on four- 















Above: Stylish rear end. 


Above right: Triple-cylindor motor 
= smooth power. 


wheeled vehicles, This unwel- 
come, though not dangerous, 
characteristic could be attributed 
to the tyre shortage which ap- 
pears to be world-wide. The 
S2A was equipped with Yoko- 
hama tyres with the same tread 
front and rear. The rear tyre 
was perfectly adequate under 
the test conditions but an un- 
satisfactory front tread, we feel, 
led to the “oversteer". Going 
through a corner with the power 
on did not induce this effect 
to the same extent, Solution 
— fit a suitable front tyre. 

At first we thought the steer- 
ing was rather stiff and heavy 
but we soon changed our tune. 
The model is fitted with an 
adjustable friction —_ steering 
damper which Doug had set up 
to his personal preference, About 
town the steering was decidedly 
“cumbersome but at anything 
more than 25 mph the value 
of the setting was apparent. 
Above this speed we found the 
machine to be as steady as a 
rock, despite some fierce head 
and side winds. 

We had no complaints about 
the adjustable rear shock ab- 
sorbers but a resounding ‘‘clunk”’ 
was heard a couple of times on 
rough road surfaces as the front 
forks topped. 

Braking was well up to per- 
formance. Both the front disc 
and the rear drum had plenty 
of feel dnd could be grabbed 
hard for tyre-screeching stops 
without locking. The rear brake 
is cable-operated as opposed to. 
rod-operation. 

Fuel consumption is not one 
of Kawasaki's selling points, at 
least with their three-cylinder 
roadsters. The factory claims 
the S2A will travel 108 miles 
on an imperial gallon of gas 
— at 30 mph. Obviously this 
figure is of academic interest 
only; no-one buys a machine 
like the S2A if they are going 


* to travel at 30 mph for most 


of the time — at least they 
shouldn't. A more accurate 
indication perhaps can be given 
by Doug, who said that whilst 
travelling at running-in speeds 
-he went 84 miles before having 
to turn onto reserve. 

Oil level i$ easily checked 
through a window in the tank 
panel, but consumption is said 
to be negligible. 

If fuel economy: is not 
Kawasaki's forte attention to 
detail is. The S2A is well laid 
out from ‘front to rear. In- 
struments and controls are well 
positioned, a point which strong- 
ly influenced Doug in his decision 
to buy the machine. 

Other peints which deserve 
mentioning are the handy space 
in the tai) for tools, spares or 
whatever; the spark plug hold- 
Ing bracket under the se 
locking, seat.and petrol tank; 
‘and general all-round access- 
Ibility, 








ENGINE 
2-cycle, 3 cylinder, piston valve 
346,2cc (21.19 cu,in) 
2.09 x 2.06 in. (63 x 52.3 mm) 
7.33.1 
. 44 hp/8,000 rpm 
28,9 ft-Ib/7,500 rpm (4.0 kg-m/7,500 rpm) 
Battery and coil 
. Kick 
SUPERLUBE (Automatic oil injection) 


Type 
Displacement 
Bore and stroke 
Compression ratio 
Max. horsepower 
Maximum torque 
Ignition system 
Starting system 





Lubrication 
TRANSMISSION 
Type 5-speed, constant mesh, return shift 
Clutch Wet, multi-disc 
DIMENSIONS 
Length, overall 2 775 in 
Width, overall 32.3 in. 
Hight, overall" 44.5 in, 
Wheelbase $2.5 in. 
Ground clearance 6.5 in, 
Dry weight 335 Ibs. 
Fuel tank capacity 3.1 Imp, gal. 
Oil tank capacity 1.3 Imp. qt, 
FRAME . ~ 
Type ' Tubular; double cradle 
Suspension: Front Telescopic fork 
Rear Swing arm 

Tyres: Front 3.00 — 18 4PR 

Rear 3.50 — 18 4PR 
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SOUTH PACIFIC 
CHAMPS 


By Brian Lawrence 


To the disappointment of all concerned it was a greatly 
reduced field which fronted for the first heat of the 


South Pacific Championship at Pukekohe. 


In fact the 


only internationals were Pat Hennen from U.S.A. and 


Mike Steele from Australia. 


The Auckland Motorcycle Club 
were none to impressed as a high 
class field had entered and at 
great expense Marlboro had 
chartered a Bristol Freighter to 
fly riders to Ruapuna for the 
final,round on Sunday January 


Despite all this it was the 
quick starting Ginger Molloy who 
led Discombe, Steele, Hennen, 
Collison, Fletcher and Hannan 
on the first of 12 laps watched 
under fair conditions by some 
5,000 spectators. At the end 
of the back straight Allan 
Collison fell and retired from the 
race. Molloy was setting a fast 
pace but on lap three Discambe 
edged by to lead for one lap 
before Molloy regained the 

premier position. The following 
lap saw Steele past Discombe 
and in hot pursuit of Ginger. 
Fourth place Pat Hennen was 
150 yards in arrears of the 
leaders but was six secs clear of 
Waterer who lay 5th. Ralph 
Hannan made a spectacular sight 
at the Rothmans chicane when 
he overshot, maintaining control 
but dropping two places. 

At the halfway mark it was 
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Molloy, Discombs, Steele, 
Hennen, Waterer, Fletcher, 
Darcy Holmes and Ralph Hannan. 
Unfortunately the next lap saw 
the end to one of Holmes’ best 
rides when he outbraked 
Fletcher into the Shell chicane, 
but lost control and fell heavily. 
He sustained two broken arms 
and concussion, which was 
indeed a miracle fromm such an 
excursion. 

Lap eight saw Trevor 
Discombe back in front with a 
reduced lap time from 1.18.6 
to 1.16.5. From then on he 
steadily increased his lead over 
Molloy to win by 150 yards with 
3rd:place man Hennen 200 yards 
behind Molloy. With a steady 
ride, Dick Waterer came home 5th 
with Fletcher and Ralph Hannan, 
the determined Australian, being 
next across the line. 

For the 2nd heat of the South 
Pacific Championship, which 
incorporated the NZ 350 TT, a 
much healthier field shot away 
from a clutch start over 12 laps. 

Once again it was Molloy, 
Discombe, Steele, Hennen and 
Peter Leahy on the 750 Suzuki 
who led the field. Hannan got 
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amagic start to lead the next 

* group which consisted of < 
notables such as Waterer, Fletcher, 
and co. Second lap and Dis- 
combe outbraking Molloy, who 
was obviously in trouble at the 
Lion Hairpin and steadily 
started to increase his lead, To 
the disappointment of the crowd 
Ginger coasted to a halt at the 
pits, himself a disappointed man. 
By lap five leader Discombe was 
75 yards up on Steele who was 
the same distance in front of 
visiting American Hennen on the 
“Perry Suzuki". Leahy was 
running well in 4th spot but was 
unable to match the speed of 
the leading trio, 

Much of the interest was now 
centred around the battle taking 
place midfield between Alex 
McLeod, Martin Aiken and other 
350 production riders. Aiken 
was riding extremely well and 
his future looks bright as he 
gains more experience with 
time. McLeod the tall Aucklander 
led the 350 production machines 
cover the line eventually after a 
faultless ride. The race most 
definitely lost much attention 
when Molloy retired for reasons 
unknown as this report went 
to press, 

And so Trevor Discombe 
riding high on a wave of success, 
flashed across the line to win 
the South Pacific Championship 
and the 27th N.Z. Junior TT. 
Second place in the Junior was 

poles nl, Dike airs 
ride came Ralph Hannan, ona 
“modded” RD 350 in fourth 
Position. 


Tho position In the South Pacific 
Championship boing as follows: 


T. Discombe TZ350 Yamaha 
M. Steele T2350 Yamaha 
P. Hennen TREOO Suzuki 
P.. Leahy 760ce Suzuki 
R. Wateror TR3B_ Yamaha 
K, Flotchor TREO0 — Suzuki 
R Hannan RD350 Yamaha 


From top: Trovor Discombo, Pat 
Hennen, Ken Fletcher. 


Bottom: Steel (J) 
and Malloy (2h owt fronts ene” fF 





Four national standing quarter-mile records wore bettered at the 































































Peterson Lowers 
Two Quarter Records 


By Richard Woodd 


North Island championship meeting at Waitora on December 16. 


Papakura scorcher Ray Peterson cracked the 750ce and 
lass records, Ivan Turnbull toppled the 125 class record aa Gey 


Vincent the 50cc record, 

Fotr national standing quar- 
ter-mile records were bettered 
at the North Island championship 
eating at Waitara on December 

Papakura scorcher Ray Peter- 
son cracked the 750cc and open 
class records, tvan Turnbull 
toppled the 125 class record 
and Gary Vincent the 50cc 
record, : 

Twenty-four bikes participat- 
ed ina full range of classes, There 
were no serious mishaps or blow- 
ups (worst ‘casualty was a cut 
knee, sustained in a wheelle) 
and the club's new electronic 
timing equipment functioned 


perfectly. 

The man everyone came to 
see was Peterson, (a Post Office 
technician), on his fantastically 
fast blown Triumph. 

His four’runs on the coarse 
chip road surface were all under 
12 seconds, the best of 11,44 
easily eclipsing Bert Munro's 
1962 open and 750 records of 
12.31. 

Perhaps the most astonishing 
performance of the day was Gary 
Vincent's jockeying a 50cc 
Suzuki special, which until 
recently was club president Don 
Connor's wife's shopping hack, 

The motor, fitted with a 





factory hot-up kit, was bolted 
intoa lightweight frame designed 
and built by O'Connor, and 
lone Stith an aluminium 
jose cone. ‘Minus rider, it weigh- 
ed 112 Ibs. siwaian 

This little screamer knocked 
the national class record of 20,03 
sec down to 18,73 —an unusually 
large margin for the class, Speed 
through the traps was estimated 
at 70mph, 

'van_ Turnbull’s performance 
in the 125cc class, though not 
8S spectacular, Was at Jeast as 
significant. 

Riding his venerable Montesa- 
powered hybrid, based on a 
much-modified Royal Enfield 
frame, Turnbull clipped nearly 
half a second off his own nat: 
bral record (16,42) with a run 








SPEEDWAY 
_ TROUPE 


_ MAUGER TAKES 





NZ. TITLE 





-Four-times world s; 


By Rod Dew 


peedway champion Ivan Mauger dis- 


posed of an exceptionally strong field to win t 
Zealand title for the first time at Templeton’s Pall Mall 


Speedway. 


And he achieved -this with an 


15 points. 


It was a performance worthy 
of nothing less than a world 
champion. But he had to work 
hard for his win. His closest 
rival.on the night was talented 

* Ronnie Moore, who has already 
_ won the national crown a record 
four times. He dropped his 
only point to Mauger to finish 
with 14. 


The racing was of an excep: | 


tionally high standard and the 
big crowd of 10,000 was very 


Round 1 World Champions Series — Templeton Heat 5. 


Round 1 World Champion Sories —-Temploton. Gary Middleton (Aust) 
twico beat Maugor into tha first corner, but Mauger came through to win. 


unbeaten maximum of 


appreciative of: the efforts ot 
the riders, 

Barry Briggs, the other 
member of New Zealand's “Big 
Three”, was a little unlucky. 
'He was well beaten by Moore 
in his first ride and then spent 
the rest of the night racing on 
borrowed bikes. His own, he 
felt, was not up to scratch, 
Nevertheless, he. still managed 
some very workmanlike perform- 
ances and finally, finished third 















Left: to right: 


Pusey, Briggs and Maugor — Middleton has once again beston Maugor, 
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with 13 points. 

Former Australian champion 
Jim Airey was fourth, 

“This is a very proud moment 
for me’, Mauger said afterwards, 

Runner-up in- the last world 
championship and winner of the 
crown on four previous 
occasions, the New Zealand title 
was one of the few major hon- 
ours which had escaped him. 
Now he has the rare distinction 
of holding both the New Zealand 
championship and the British 
league riders’ championship at 
the same time. 

Early in the contest, it became 
apparent that either Mauger or 
Moore, the man who was New 
Zealand's first world champion 
way back in 1954, would win. 
Moore met Briggs in his first 
ride and it was soon very clear 
that their rivalry which began 
spme 20 years:ago was as strong 
as ever. { 

Briggs, making his first appear- 
ance of thé season in his home- 
land, made the best gate and 
held the lead for almost two 
laps. “J 

But then Moore forced his 
way through on the inside to 
win in splendid fashion in what 
was then the fastest time ofthe 
meeting, 77.3sec, 

Later Mauger lowered this to 
77sec after being forced to call 
Soniall his considerable’ skill to 
keep Graeme, Stapleton (Christ- 
church) at bay. 

. Mauger and Moore were: the 
only unbeaten riders after every- 
body had completed three rides 


and -when they met in the thirt-. 


eenth heat it was Clear that 
whoever won would also become 
the 1974 New Zealand champion. 
If turned out to be an unlucky 
heat for Moore. He: was left 
standing on the grid as Mauger 
who had been gating superbly 
throughout the contest, judged 
the start perfectly. Mauger was 
two machine lengths clear going 
into the first bend and Moore 
could do nothing but chase him 
all the way home. Mauger was 
unable to extend his lead and 
Moore could not reduce the gap; 
the start had proved the decisive 
factor. i 

This was a really great race. 
reflected by. the remarkable time‘ 
of 76,8sec — the fastest.of the 
season, 

The’ rest of the championship 
was little more than a formality, 
although Moore's second’placing 
was placed in jeopardy when his 
machine_ suffered mechanical 
troubles before the final heat. 

.Moore had to win his final 
face 'to be sure of second place 
and ona machine borrowed from 
Stapleton he must have had his 
doubts, 

But he dominated the race 
from the start and Airey had 
no chance of catching him. 

Mauger's last fide could also 
have been fraught with danger 
for him. Briggs was in the field 
and even onan unfamiliar bike 
might have been capable of up- 
setting him. However, Mauger 
dictated the terms from the start 
to Win in reasonable comfort. 


Final points; ivan Mauger 
1, Ronnie Moore 14, Barry 
Briggs 13, Jim Airey 12, Graeme 














Stapleton 11, Roger Wright 10, 
Allan Brown 9, Max Brown 6, 
Stephen Foster 5, Kevin Burt 5,, 
Tom Black 5, E 
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THE SPEEDWAY WORLD OF BERT HARKINS 





Hello to all readors af 


“New Zealand Motorcycle News” from me, 


Bert Harkins, the haggis-eater of the Ivan Mauger/Barry Briggs World 


Troupe. 


The Touring Troupe arrived 
in New Zealand in mid-January, 
and with so many different 
nationalities in the side, it looked 
more like a ‘United Nations 
Select’. |van and Briggo really 
pulled off a fantastic, ‘“world- 
scoop” when they were able to 
include the top'two from Poland, 
Edward Jancarz and 20 year old 
Zenon Plech plus 5-times World 
Champion, Ove Fundin’ in the 
Ine-up. The fact that the Poles 
were given. permission to travel 
to New Zealand just illustrates 
the high regard that the Polish, 
authorities have for Messrs. 
Briggs and Mauger. In Britain 
many people had said that the 
two Kiwis had no chance of 
signing Jancarz and Plech, but 
now they are having to eat their 
words as the two Polish stars 
burn up the New Zealand tracks. 

Speed fans in New Zealand 
should feel very proud of their 


.fellow countrymen, Briggs and 
«Mauger, because, the riders who 


are gathered in New Zealand 
for the World Champion Series, 
have never before all raced in 
the same meeting. 

The legendary Ove Fundin 
came out of retirement especially 
for the Series and, although he 
has found it difficult to recapture 
his old form, he is still a major 
attraction, 5 

Scott Autrey, the top Ameri- 
can rider spent 1973 as a member 
of the Exeter team in the British 
Leaque and his attitude to the 
sports shows that he could go 
right to the very top of the 


_ CHRIS PUSEY 






~ ZENON PLECH 


Speedway tree. 

England is represented on the 
tour by the one and only Chris 
Pusey, and who better to re- 
present the Poms in New 
Zealand? In previous years, the 
New Zealand fans have always 
got a poor deal out of the 
various British Touring Teams. 
Riders have come to NZ follow- 
ing a long season in Australia, 
and have not tried to put on a 
good show, but Chris has been 
one of the few exceptions. He 
has been out of action for most 
of the British season following 
a broken arm which he collected 
in Poland whilst riding for Great 
Britain. Now he is fully fit 
again and he has the task of 
restoring the Kiwi fans faith in 
English riders, a job he has 
tackled in a spectacular way. 

New Zealand Speedway fans 
have been witnessing some fan- 
tastic racing and with Denmark's 
Ole Olsen flying over from 
Sydney in company with the . 
quiet man of Australia, Garry 
Middleton, every meeting looks 
like a World Final! 

Local interest, apart from 
“Super-Stars’’ Mauger, Briggs and 
Moore, centres around Graeme 
Stapleton from Christchurch and 
Robin Adlington of Te Marua, 
both of whom have turned in 
some excellent performances, 
With such an array of Speedway 
talent, it is no wonder that the 
tracks visited by the “World 
Troupe” are pulling in huge 
crowds. 





BARRY BRIGGS 
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YAMAHA 


Big pre-Christmas news for 
motorcycle racing fans round the 
world was’ the announcement 
that Italy’s Giacomo Agostini had 
left MV Agusta and signed with 
Yamaha. 

The 13-times world road 
racing champion began practis- 
ing this month on the Yamaha 
Course in Japan — his first ex- 
perience of riding two-stroke 
racing machines. 

Agostini told a press ~con- 
ference in Tokyo on December 
6 that although details have still 
to be finalised he expected to 
ride the 350cc and 500cc 
machines for the world cham- 
Pionships series in 1974, plus 
the new Yamaha 750cc machine 
for the FIM Formula 750 
championship and selected Am- 
erican events, including the 
Daytona 200. 

The contract with Yamaha 
runs for. two years and is re- 
newable. 


Asked why he made the 


switch, Agostini said that he 
wanted to renew his spirit as a 
professional_rider. He felt that 
Yamaha, with its very fast two- 
stroke machines and strong com- 
mitment to racing would best 
servee this purpose. 

“Naturally | have regrets 
about Jeaving MV Agusta after'a 
long and very successful rela- 
tionship. But | had to take 
the best way for myself. There 
comesa time in most sportsmen’s 
careers when they have to make 
a decision. to change direction 
so that they can further their 
careers, For me, racing with 
Yamaha appeared to offer the 
best opportunities for doing that. 

Agostini denied that «the 
much-rumoured, rivalry between 
him and tearhmate Phil Read 
had anything to do with the 

itch, 





did this of my own accord, 
and I’m sure it will prove to 
have been a wise decision,"’ he 
told reporters. 





Giacomo Agostini (second from right) 
mects the press at the Tokyo Imperial 
Hotel to explain his decision to ride 
for Yamaha. With him (ight) is 





he 


Rod Gould, 
publ{c relations manager and former 
rating champion. 





Yamaha’s European 
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It was Ginger Molloy all the way in the, featu 
Grand Prix held on New Year's Day this year. 
the entire 52-mile race and never looked like bein: 


At the finish he was 17 sec- 
onds ahead of John Woodley 
from Blenheim and  Christ- 
church's John Boote — both of 


whom were riding Yamaha 350's.” 


Woodley and Boote rode hard 
after Molloy and managed to 
close the lead from 30 seconds 
to 17 by the end of the race, 
but Molloy maintained his 
smooth, rapid pace. 

Fourth behind the three 
flying Yamahas was the first 
overseas rider home, American 
Ralph Hudson, on a Suzuki 500, 
one of the few visiting inter- 
national riders who raced of 
nearly 20 who were originally 
to have competed. 

Fifth was Martin Cropp, of 
Christchurch, on a Yamaha 350, 

A threat to the major place- 
getters came from Dale Wylie, 
of Christchurch, on a water- 
cooled Suzuki 500. -He had a 
bad start. and began working 
through the field when he de- 
veloped engine trouble and 
withdrew. 

Taking the minor money be- 
hind. the first five were R 


Dean, of’ Tauranga, on a Nor- 
ton 750, Les Plummer, of 
Napier, on a Kawasaki 750, and 
Gisborne’s Max Barrington, on 
a Norton 750, who finished 
ninth. : 
The 500cc Grand Prix, spon- 
sored by the Gisborne Motor- 
cycle Club, was Ginger Molloy‘s 
first win of the day. He led 
the 26-mile event from start to 
finish, his impressive style 
making him an early favourite 
“for the main event. 

His Yamaha 350 came in 
ahead of John Woodley’s 
Yamaha 350 and the Suzuki 500 
of Indonesian rider, Sarsito Sa, 

Fourth and fifth men home 
were Australian Mike Steele on 
a Yamaha 350 and American 
Pat Hennen on a Suzuki 500, 
The closest competition was be- 
tween these three overseas riders 
for the minor placings. They 
faced almost in procession 
throughout, with Sarsito Sa mak- 
ing up two places, 

The first event of the day 
was the Greater Gisborne 250cc 
scratch event, which was won 
by Stuart Avant of Christchurch 
on a Yamaha 250, who led the 
whole 15.6 mile distance, Second 


g headed. 


fartin Cropp, also of Christ- 
ir ‘on a Yamaha 250, and 
Davey Watson, of New Plymouth 
also on a Yamaha 250. Fourth 
was Wanganui'’s D. Cosford, on 
a Suzuki 250. 

Race two, the 20.8m TAS 
Agrade open event, saw Woodley 
ride his Yamaha TZ 350 into 
first place ahead of Ginger 
Molloy on his Yamaha. In- 
donesia's Sarsito Sa was ‘third 
‘on,a water-cooled Suzuki 500. 

Allan Collison, of Tauranga, 
led the race early on on a 
Kawasaki 750 but fell back. 
Favourite Dale Wylie appeared 
to have moved through the field 
into first place but had started 
badly and held first place to 
the finish, but a lap behind, 

The Sheridan Owen Motors 
125cc racing class was*won by 
Auckland -rider, James Grogan, 
on a Yamaha 125, ahead of A, 
Burrell, of Napier on a Suzuki 
100, who beat off P. R. Ellis, 
of Hamilton, an a Yamaha 125 
over the 13-mile event. 


The Kawasaki 26-mile 250cc. 


Grand Prix saw Stuart Avant 


Sarsito Sa, Suzuki 500 water-cooled 
hed his best meeting in New Zealand 
Gaining two third placings on the day. 
cross the line for*his second 
win of the day on his Yamaha 
250. Martin Cropp again fol- 
lowed him into second place on 
his Yamaha 250, Third was 
New Plymouth rider, Dave 

Norton, on a Suzuki 250. 

The first production race of 
the day, the 15.6 mile.Castrol 
Open, Was won by Michael Gane, 
who had an immaculate ride on 
a Kawasaki 750 and led the 
whole way. Les Plummer, of 
Napier, was second on a similar 
machine after passing third- 
placed Rod Dean, whose Norton 
Commando 750 could not quite 
Match the three-cylinder ma- 


chines. 

‘The Sun City Grand Prix for 
380cc machines saw Ginger Mol- 
loy make no race of it as he 
led Australian Mike Steele home 
for the money after Woodley. 
led away from the start in fine- 
fashion but withdrew with me- 
cheat problems. 

it was a Yamaha 350 picnic 
as third-placed Ralph Hannan 
rode his modified 350 in aggres- 
sive style. At one stage he lay 
second, An indication of 
Molloy’s effortless riding and his 
machine's performance was the 


Cc the first Gisborne Motor Cy 
Ri aie Yamaha TZ350 Molloy led for 


cle 


official comment that his’ bike 
was capable of 12-13,000 rpm 
and was using only 10,000, 
Molloy averaged just under 70 
mph for this event. 

The smooth’ big Honda 750. 
of Tauranga’s Allan Collison led 
the Honda Open Four-cycle class 
event from start to finish over 
15:6 miles. He was never se- 
riously challenged by _second- 
placed Rod Dean of Tauranga 
on a Norton 750 and Dave 
Crook of Auckland, who finished 
third on his Honda 350. 

Among the most impressive 
events were those for sidecar 
rigs. The three races provided 
an interesting look at motor- 
cycling with a difference and 
although there were less than 
a dozen machines competing, 
they were at times in fierce 
competition: 

The first event, the NZ Indus- 
trial Gases scratch event over 
15.6 miles was won by Blen- 
heim's Paul Corbett and Grant 
Worsley on’ a Suzuki 750 rig. 
Second were Rod Clayton and 
J. Dudunskie, of Napier, on a 





CWS 700, whaoriginally led the 
face, and third was a rig driven 
by John Lasenby, of Blenheim, 
on a Honda 750, after the Aus- 
tralian Honda 750 of Brian 
Holmes and Morrie Gosdon spun 
out while holding third place. 
The setond event, the Awa- 
puni Sidecar Grand Prix, was 
@ 20.8-mile race which was 
again won by tHe: Corbett- 
Worsley combination, They 
worked their Suzuki 750 through 
to the front and stayed there 
ahead of Clayton-Dudunskie ahd 
the Norton 750 of Gordon Skil- 
ton, who finished an extremely 
close third ahead of a challenging 
Brian Holmes, on his Honda 750, 
The third sidecar race was 
the 20.8-mile . Captain Cook 
Sidecar Handicap, which saw the 
Corbett-Worsley team take their 
hat-trick for the day, Clayton 
and Dudunskle scored thelr hat~ 
tricks in second placings, end 
ule was Holmes on the Honda 


Powe Be erie \ 
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- Beach Races — 


Gary Goodfellow from ‘Dunedin tiding a Honda Elsinore 250 
dominated the Nelson Motorcycle Club beach races held on January 


1, this year. 


He won five races heading more powerful machinery and more 
experienced riders and proved that beach racing really suited his 


style. 

The meeting was held in con- 
junction with the Nelson Motor 
Club which has been holding the 
annual race meeting at Tahananui 
beach for the past 25 years. * 

Bike races were interspersed 
with car races and on the day 
it was the bikes which turned 
out to be the crowd pleasers. 

All races, except the last all- 

in scratch race, were of five laps 
around the three-fifths-mile oval 
circuit. 
Race 1 — All in scratch — 5 laps. 
1, G, Goodfellow, 250 Honda, Dune- 
din. 2. K, Kilgour, 500 Yamal 
Blenheim. 3. G. Munn, 250 Suzuki 
Greymouth. 












Race 2 — All in scratch — 5 laps. 
1, R. Austin, 400 Suzuki, Chri 
church. 2. L. Ross, 250 Honda, 
Christchurch, 3. J. Mullins, 500 
Yamaha, Christchurch. 





Race 3 — All in Class Race — 5 laps. 
1. G. Goodfellow, 2. G. Stapleton, 
250 Norjo Kawasaki, Christchurch. 
3. J. Mullins, 


Race 4 — 20 Fastest — 5 laps. 
1. G. Goodfellow, 2, R. Austin, 
3. L. Ross. 

Race & — B Class — 5 laps. 


1. G, Wilkinson, 400 Suzuki, Nelson. 
2. M. Tyro, 380 CZ, Christchurch. 
3. R. Vincent, 250 Suzuki, Nelson. 


Race 6 — All in Handicap — 5 laps. 


1. M. Tyro, 2. L. Ross, 3. B. Ains- 
worth, 125 Suzuki, Nelson. 


Race 7 — All in Handicap — 5 laps. 
1. G. Goodfellow, 2. B. Udstrom, 
650 Aerocycle Special, Blenheim. 
3. D. Brandon, 250 Suzuki, Christ- 
church. 


Race 8 — Lemans Stert — 5 laps. 
1, G. Goodfellow, 2. B. Udstrom, 
3..L. Ross. 


Race.9 — All in Handicap — 5 laps.” 
1. M. Tyro, 2, B. Ainsworth, 3. 
B. Udstrom. 


Race 10 — All in Scratch — 6 laps. 
1. B, Udstrom. 2. B. France, 250 
(Suzuki, Christchurch. 3. B. Ains- 
worth, . 


Miller Masters 
Mountain 


* New Zealand's international 






moto-cross rider Ivan Miller 
(Suzuki) won five races from 
five starts at the Auckland Motor 
Cycle Club’s meeting at Mangere 
Mountain on January 13. 

With superlative displays Ivan 
Miller completely dominated that 
+ meeting on this tough circuit 

winning events from 125cc to 
Open Classes. 
«The main race of the day 
was the Champion of Champions 
Cronk Cup run over twelve laps. 
By the end of the third lap 
he had opened a 100yard lead 
over Randy Owen (Yamaha), 
Peter Ploen (Suzuki) and Moss 
Smith (Yamaha). He was startin: 









































to lap the. tailenders by lap 
five. At this stage of the race 
a tremendous battle was develop- 
ing between Ploen, Smith and 
Roly Owen with a large gap 
back to the following Ross Mc- 
Laren and Colin Fullerton. 
Smith dropped out on lap eight 
leaving Peter Ploen and Roly 
Owen on their own some 300 
yards behind Randy Owen, who 
was by then a good quarter lap 
behind the flying Suzuki of Ivan 
Miller. And so the race ran 
out with no further changes and 
!van Miller increasing his lead 
over second placegetter Randy 
Owen to half a lap. 






held in brilliantly-fine weather 
“produced some fine riding for 
the many spectators who braved 
the dust storm conditions. 


RESULTS: 


Race 8 

CHAMPION OF CHAMPIONS 

CRONK CUP 

1. 1. Miller 2, Randy Owen 

3. Peter Ploen’ 4. Roly Owen 

+ Race 1 

1. G.Smale 2. G. Crosby 

3. Williams 

Race 2 

1.P. Boyle 2. D. McCluggage 

3.T.O'Brien = 

Race3 

1. I. Miller (Suzuki) 

2.M.Smith (Yamaha) 3. Roly Owen 

Race 4 

1,1. Miller. 2. P.Turnbull i 
eBay) 
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"Race 5 - 

1.1 Millan’2, Randy Owen (Yamaha) 

3. Peter Ploen (Suzuki) 

Race 6 

1.1. Miller 2, Randy Owen 

3. Roly Owen 

Race 7 

1, T. Nicholson 2. A. Williams ~ 

3. G, Nixon 

Race 9 

1.G.Smale. 2. R. Palmer 

3..G.Crosby 

Race 10 A 

1.P. Turnbull 2: P.Boyle 

3. D. McCluggage 

Race 11 

KING OF THE MOUNTAIN 

1. Randy Owen 2. Pater Ploen 

3. Roly Owen 

Race 12 

1. G. Aldridge’ 2. C.Fullerton 
Hawkins 






-- Sport gossip 





RECORDS ATTEMPT: 

The Southland Motorcycle 
Club is applying to hold beach 
tuns as Bert Munro is all set to 
have a crack at the N.Z. Open 
Beach Record. Any club 
members wishing to partake in 
these runs should get in touch 
with the Secretary as soon as’ 
possible. It involves quite a bit 
of time as records such as this 
have .to be applied for two 
months in advance. 


TZ750 

John Boote’s TZ 750 Yamaha, 
undoubtedly the Marlboro series’ 
glamour machine, cost him about 
$6400 basic and about $1600 
for spares, air freight, and other 
costs, We are told the machine 
is actually owned by John but 
Levi's sponsorship is pretty 

» comprehensive. 


Wylie Sells His Machine 

Dale Wylie has sold his series- 
winning machine to Wellinaton 
flyer, Steve Dundon, minus the 
experimental ‘mark two" Suzuki 
~ 500water-cooled twin motor but 


complete with “mark “one” 
motor. Steve tells us the diff- 
erences are relatively minor and 
lie in the motor’s top half and 
that with a bit of work the 
“mark one“ will be just as potent 
as the “mark two”. Steve has 
performed well on his air-cooled 
Suzuki 500 this season and with 
his néw machine should prove 
even more formidable. In the 
Gracefield Marlboro round Steve 
was holding 13th place with 
more than half the race run when 
his rear brake cable snapped, 
forcing-him to retire. 


Off toU.S.A. - 

Dale and Mike Sinclair head 
for the USA in early February 
to contest all six AMA nationals 
and West Coast meetings. Mike 
will lend a hand with spanner 
work on Dale's machinery and 
hopes to race in a few junior 
events. Dale, of course, will 
beeyeing the Daytona 200 on 
March 10, Then he's likely to 
contest ‘the Asian meetings In 
April.. He says he doesn’t know 
yet what he'll be riding but we 





suspect he .wont’t- have much 
trouble finding a pretty com- 


petitive mount. Mike has 
Promised to keep us informed 
of developments. 


Consistent Performer .. 
Australian Mike Steele put 
in a consistent performance in 
the Marlboro. He finished in 
the points in five of the six 
faces, a feat bettered only by 
Wylie and  Discdmbe and 
equalled only by Jim Landrebe. 


Exotic Racars Coming? 

A couple of exdtic continen- 
tal factory road racing machines 
could be headed our way. Word 
has it that two 350cc machines, 
one a multi-cylinder and one a 
water-cooled twin, should arrive 
later this year for two of our 
top men. 


Confirmed Waterbaby 

Pall McLachlan, whose three 
cylinder water-cooled Kawasaki 
special is featured elsewhere In 
this Issue, has bought Steve Un- 
kovich’s TZ 360) Yamaha. 





Goodfellow powers on'to yst another 
win aboard his Honda Elsinore 250. 





CLASSIFIEDS 


BULTACO. 1971. SHERPAT. 
This would be without’ doubt 
best example of this model in 
country. Motor overhauled last 
season. Extras include Sammy 
Miller Slimline kit, alloy silencer 
and fork top crown, Ready for 
another tough trials season. ‘Price 
$950.00. Contact Bill Moffat, 


2 Russell Rd, ‘ Wainuiomata, 
Phone 7842. 
YAMAHA TR3 


Yamaha TR3 ex-Avant currently 
leading‘ NZACU 350 class, very 
fast and reliable, many spares 
@tincludingyPistonéringey Barrells, 
crankshaft, brake linings sproc- 
kets etc., 398 No. KR96 on the 
rear. No extra cost for the 
grubby paint job. $2300 ono. 


SUZUKI TR500 


Suzuki TR500, ex-Wylie, fitted 
in works trident frame with 
factory alloy disc's front and 
rear. Extremely fast and a 
fantastic handler. Many spares 
included. $2400 ono. 


YAMAHA TR2B 


Yamaha TR2B, absolutely new 
barrells pistons, and crank just 
fitted, triangulars, must be the 
best available, ready to race 
$1600, Phone Stewart Avant at 
30066 Christchurch or C/- 85 
Moorehouse Ave, Christchurch. 


HAMILTON GRAND PRIX 
ENTRIES 


If you want to enter the 
Hamilton M/C Club's Grand Prix 
scheduled for early April entry 
forms are available from Doug 
McLaren 89 Naylor Street, 





Hamilton PH 65781. Don’t 
forget entries close March 8. 


WATSON MOTOR CYCLES 
LTD. 
112 SEAVIEW RD. 
CHRISTCHURCH PH: 883-942 


. OFFER YOU THESE GREAT 


RACING MOTOR CYCLES 
TD3 Yamaha,1973 250cc. ‘New 
barrells. Very"fast. Very little 
racing. Can also be\brought as 
TR3. $2500, REY 
Contact D. Watson, Watson 
Motor Cycles, 112 Seaview Rd 
CH-CH. Phone: 883-942. 


Yamaha TR3—-R5_ ex-Chris 
Woodhass. A very competitive 
bike and only $1,600. 
Watson Motor _ Cycles 
GH-CHe Phone> 683-942: ns 
Yamaha TD2-B ex-Martin Cropp. 
This would be the most imma- 
culate TD2 in the country. 
Plenty of spares. Completely 
rebuilt. $1,750. 


Suzuki T20 ideal ~club racer 
250cc. Ideal bike for learner. 
$700. 

Finance available on all machines. 


Yamaha TD3—250cc ex-Trevor 


Discombe. Prize Winner — 
Speakes for itself. $2,750. 
Spares. 


SUZUKI ROAD RACER- 


Road Racer Suzuki TR 250 
Fully reconditioned top and 
bottom by Percy Coleman & Co 
Wanganui. 

Extras included, Price $775.00 
Phone 7366 Wanganui ‘collect, 
or write 5 Tarata Street 
Wanganui. 


HONDA CB500 — 4 MOTOR 

FOR SALE 

Complete — What Offers? 
Phone 7821 TITAHI BAY 


WANT TO BUY OR SELL 
NZ MOTORCYCLE NEWS CLASSIFIEDS 


Post now to: 


CLASSIFIEDS, FOURMAN HOLDINGS LTD 


P.O. Box 1343, WELLINGTON 


Tick here SELL 


BUY 


5 Cents per word, 7 cents per word If we bill you later. 


$2.00 extra. 
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SUZUKI? 


_ 6things you should know before you buy a bike. 





Widest Range Available ~ 
The Suzuki range of bikes is the largest 
® offered in New Zealand. Trail bikes, 

Farm bikes, Town bikes. You name it. What- 
ever type of bike you're into, we've got. 
Take our trail bikes for instance. We have an 
enormous range of bikes that have been 
designed not only to look good around town, 
but to really perform when the going gets 
tough. And we mean really perform. 
Our range of Farm bikes has been especially 
designed for New Zealand conditions. Some 
are suited to flat wet areas, others have low/ 
high ratio gears that will let you tackle any hill 
or obstacle. 
Our wide range of street bikes comes in 
singles, twins and triples. If your trip is around 
town or on the open road, Suzuki have gota 
bike to suit you. ss 


Because of the knowhow and 

® skill Suzuki have put into build- 
ing their bikes, they tend to outlast 
most others. 
What this means is when you come 
to:sell your bike and move up the 
resale value of your bike will remain 
high. Very. high. And let's face it, 
when it comes to buying anew bike 
what you get for your old one is 
{mportant. 


2 High Resale Value 


Innovative Engineering 

| Suzuki's CCI lubrication system has 

'@ won world acclaim. Gone are the days 
of mixing oil and petrol by hand. The CCI 
lubrication system pumps clean, undiluted oil 
to all moving parts of the engine. 
Other bike manufacturers release oil at the 
intake ports and then hope it reaches the most 
distant parts. The CCl system means Suzuki 
engines have minimal friction and wear. 
Suzuki hasn’t been standing still. They've 
perfected a lot of other first’s, including water- 
cooling and PEI ignition and they're not resting 
there. Next year Suzuki's developments are 
really going to blow some minds. 







Reliability 
While ‘other bike manufacturers were 
© building four strokes and changing their 

minds from one day to the next as to what 
was the most efficient design of motor, 
Suzuki was quietly perfecting their extremely 
successful two stroke. This engine is not only 
used in bikes, but also powers jeeps, trucks, 
cars, outboards, chainsaws and snowmobiles 
with the same reliability and performance 
you've ‘come to expect from Suzuki. 
Suzuki's expertise has resulted in a range of 
bikes built to go and last. 
Reliability. Performance. ~~. 
Suzuki have got it Ss 
together.” 


Proven Performance 

5 Our road-racers headed by our famous 

© water-cooled 750 have set the standard 
for performance in world competition. Our 
motocross bikes have dominated world cham- 
pionships for years. 
This record of performance Suzuki are con- 
tinually striving to better. Everything we learn 
about our engines, frames, tyres and even 
seating positions goes into making your bike 
that much safer and more fun to ride. 


Safety—the all-important factor 
6 Suzuki bikes are equipped in 
® the interests of safety with 

only the best in brakes, lights, instru- 
mentation, tyres and suspension 
available in the world today. 
Suzuki give you a safe bike, but 
remember it’s up to you to be a safe 
rider. 
Watch the other guy and think for him 
to. Ride with your lights on and 
always try to anticipate danger. 
Your safety is very much our concern; 
Isn't it time you started making it 
yours? 


S| Suzuki 


The best.nothing less. 


Percy Coleman (Wholesale) Ltd. LMVD 





CIGAR 


